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Dear Parents and Carers  

Welcome to Year 11 English 
 

Thank you for your continued support with your child’s English Literature and Language GCSE studies.  
  
Starting Year 11 can be overwhelming for students, and in these difficult times there is much that the students might 
be worried about.  The English GCSEs, like so many other things over the past few months, have been subject to 
change based on Government recommendations and so the English team felt it might be useful to put together 
some information for parents/carers regarding English Literature and Language so that we can work together to 
ensure students achieve their potential.  
 
I have attached an overview of the two GCSE courses for your reference and find it useful to have feedback from 
parents/carers, so please do feel free to contact me, Ms Jones, at any time on cjones@beaminster.dorset.sch.uk if 
you have any questions, comments, or if you require clarification on something. 
 
English Literature:  Year 11 students have studied ‘A Christmas Carol’ and completed a mock exam on it.  They 
have also studied ‘Romeo and Juliet’, although lockdown meant that we did not complete a mock exam.  In August, 
Ofqual announced that they intend to remove one section from the English Literature exam.  This is the ‘conflict and 
power poetry’ section – so students will no longer be preparing for that section of the exam (the ‘Unseen’ poetry 
section will still be part of the exam).  The exam board (AQA) has stated that they will have a revised outline of the 
new exam by mid-September. 
 
We have decided to start Year 11 by studying ‘An Inspector Calls’.  Students will find it incredibly beneficial to have 
their own copies of the book and so we are asking that you buy a copy for them.  We understand that finances may 
be tight at the moment, but former students have found that writing their notes straight into the text was incredibly 
useful and helped them when revising for the exam.  We do have a small number of copies to lend to students who 
are unable to buy their own text, but students will not be able to write in these. 
 
I will be selling copies of ‘An Inspector Calls’ for £9.99, the lowest price that I can bulk buy at, which will be available 
to buy shortly via +Pay.  Alternatively, you could find a second-hand version available to buy online for far less.   
 

‘An Inspector Calls’ by JB Priestley 
ISBN: 978-0435232825 

 

ParentMail +Pay: 
 

£9.99 

Amazon / online second-hand retailer 
 

From £5 

 
English Language: Year 11 students studied paper 1 and completed a mock exam on it.  We will start Year 11 by 
going over paper 2 as this was interrupted due to lockdown.  We will move back to paper 1 around November and 
will alternate between the two papers until June.  There are many revision guides available, and the guides on 
YouTube are a useful resource as well – in particular if parents/carers want to get their heads round the exam 
themselves. 
 
Spoken Language:  All students must perform a presentation in front of an audience and they will receive a 
certificate in the summer for this.  This presentation is linked to the English Language GCSE and is a requirement 
of the exam board, although the presentation is worth 0% of the final English language grade.  Students may 
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complete the presentation on any topic and can be done in groups – a booklet containing guidance has been 
shared on Classcharts.  Students will find out when they are performing their presentation in the next couple of 
weeks. 
 
Homework:  Students will be given a booklet containing weekly homework tasks for Literature and Language and I 
have attached the booklet for your information. These tasks are intended to support students with their revision.  
Homework will be due every Wednesday 
 
It is very important that all students maintain high levels of effort in every English lesson and every piece of work 
they produce needs to be at their highest standard. 
 
Thank you for your support.   
The English Team 
 
 

 


