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Dear Parents and Carers – Update from the Head, Friday 2nd October 2020 

The first month back at school has seen so much that is different, difficult and demanding but, through your 
support and the good will of our students, we can also reflect on how much normality we have managed to 
maintain. 

The embedded school routines, continued high expectations and sense of purpose that children require have 
ensured that the transition to the new ways of working have been effected better than I could have hoped. 
Alongside this, the sense of community has endured through morning line up, assemblies, our pastoral team 
and the huge efforts of all the staff. 

I should also say how grateful I am to the students for their positive support of wearing face protection in 
communal areas; we have had to hand out very few masks and rarely need to remind them. A visiting 
Headteacher was keen to pass on how impressed he was with their presentation, demeanour and general 
happiness around the school. Thank you for your support at the start of term with school uniform, and please 
do continue to remind students about masks, and having their school coat! 
 
Alongside our Head of Year 7, Mrs Randall, we have had a focus on how well Year 7 are settling into 
lessons this week. It has been a real pleasure to visit lots of their classes and to see them arriving positively, 
getting used to immediate tasks on the board and meeting the high expectations of staff – well done. 
 
A reminder also that Year 7 students will receive their flu vaccinations on Wednesday October 14th as part of 
the national immunisation programme. Details of this have already been sent out (a copy of the letter is 
available on the school website) and the online consent form must be completed at least 2 working days prior 
to the session date.  
 
Information about how to become a Parent Governor was circulated earlier this week and can be found on 
the school website. If you would like to get involved and join the Governing Body, the closing date for 
applications is Monday 19th October. 
 

We would normally have welcomed lots of prospective Year 7 students to Beaminster this week as part of our 
Open Morning programme. Sadly, this year, we are not able to showcase the wonderful things that we do in 
person and have had to move online with all the relevant information provided virtually. With the first 
application deadline of 31st October fast approaching, please do let any friends or family know that the school 
website is hosting a short aerial tour of the school on the Home page and relevant information about the 
application process. Please go to http://www.beaminster.dorset.sch.uk/year-6-transition-information     
 
Next week is the first of our half-termly Literacy Weeks. These provide an opportunity to remind students that 
good literacy is important across the whole curriculum, and that the work they do in English should translate to 
all other subjects. The first of these will focus on silent reading for 10 minutes at the start of lessons (please 
ensure all students have a reading book with them), along with finding different ways to use a key word that 
will be displayed in classrooms during lessons throughout the week. 
 
Finally, with the current wet weather forecast, good luck to our Year 13 Biologists who have two days of 
coastal field work next week at Studland! 
 
Have a restful weekend. 

Mr Hales 
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