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Dear Parents and Carers – Update from the Head, Friday 18th September 2020 
 
The glorious sunshine this week has lifted spirits and also given a boost to our new Solar Panels. The 
£100,000, community-funded, panels have an area of 900m2 and are currently meeting nearly 30% of our 
daily electricity needs, with additional capacity fed into the local distribution network. Along with these 
savings, we are reducing CO2 emissions by over one tonne, the equivalent of 2200 bags of sugar, every 
week!   
 
With students continuing to increase their step count this term, it felt very appropriate to hold our annual 
Fun Run on Thursday. As ever, the PE department set up a good course that allowed for tough 
competition, whilst also encouraging everyone to take part in their 5 separate year group bubbles. There 
was certainly a great response from the students with over 500 participants and some excellent running. 
Congratulations to all who took part, with results from this first House competition as follows: 
 

1st Lewesdon    
2nd = Eggardon and Mapperton   
4th Pilsdon  
5th Waddon 

 
Today saw the first of our half-termly charity days, with all money raised going to Jeans for Genes. Over 
half a million children are affected by a life-altering genetic disorder, so by getting everyone to wear jeans 
our school can help fund inspiring projects that provide nursing care, equipment, activity weekends, 
online support and counselling. Many thanks to everyone for raising money for such a good cause. 
 
NEW Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline 
There is a new Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline now available to answer 
questions about coronavirus (COVID-19) relating to education and children’s social care. Staff, parents 
and young people can contact this helpline by calling:  

 
Phone:   0800 046 8687 
Opening hours: Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm 

Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 4pm 
 
Following on from my Tuesday email, which updated you on current Covid-19 guidance, I attach our 
plans for a Year group lockdown, should that be necessary (siblings in other year groups can continue to 

attend school unless they develop symptoms). Please do take the time to read this as it will link into the 
digital training that students are currently receiving in school. 
 
We have also appreciated your sensible and pragmatic approach with the increasing number of children 
who have a common cold. We are asked to pass on that a runny nose or sneezing are unlikely to be 
coronavirus related unless there are other symptoms, whilst a cough is only of concern if it is new and 
continuous for over an hour. For all attendance issues do use the usual Absence Line number: 01308 
862917 (available 24 hours) or office line 01308 862633, clearly stating the child’s name, tutor group 
and reason for absence. 
 
 



Page 2 of 2 

 

 
This NHS sites below may be helpful for checking symptoms and looking after mental health: 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/  
 

 https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters 
  
I would remind you all that teaching staff often have a full teaching day, but all staff do try to respond to 
any emails or calls within 24 hours. However, in order to maintain a good work/life balance, parents and 
carers should not expect a response to emails outside of the normal working day, so please do 
bear this in mind when contacting us and thank you for your support.  
 
Looking forward, Year 12 have a half day workshop with Amnesty International on Tuesday to hear 
about  this global movement of more than 7 million people in 150 countries and territories who campaign 
to end abuses of human rights.  
 
At this time of year we would usually be holding our very successful Year 10 Introduction to GCSE 
Evening. Although we are unable to hold this in person, we are putting together a virtual introduction 
from key staff and will share this with you over the next few weeks.  
 
Additionally, we are awaiting further guidance with regards to Year 10 Work Experience and whether 
this will be possible in May. We will let you know as soon as we can.   
 
Similarly, we are currently unable to welcome any prospective parents and pupils who would normally 
visit us on our very busy Open Mornings. However, we have set up a dedicated transition page on our 
website, so please do browse through the videos and information at: 
http://www.beaminster.dorset.sch.uk/year-6-transition-information 
 
Updated details and opening times for Beaminster Food Bank are attached for information. 
 
Life is a bit of a juggling act for all of us at the moment and we are very grateful for your understanding 
during this difficult time. 
 
Enjoy the weekend.  
 
Mr Hales 
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