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Dear Parents and Carers – Update from the Head, Friday 15th January 
 
Like me, with so much changing you may feel that it already seems like Christmas was a very long time ago, but 
you are probably also wondering how we are only at the end of the second week of January! 
 
Firstly, I do want to re-iterate my thanks to you, the students and all our staff for all your endeavours over this 
first fortnight of another lockdown. Moving from the classroom to fully online learning was always going to be a 
complex transition, but I am very encouraged by the way that we have all worked together to make the most of this 
difficult situation.  
 
We are delighted that weekly testing for all on site staff and students started very successfully this week. It is very 
quick and easy to do, and affords us all some extra peace of mind and security in addition to all the other measures 
we have in place to keep us all as safe as possible.  
 
As we know that good routines and regular attendance are so important, we are making daily phone calls should 
students not be attending morning registration or accessing ClassCharts. This way we can offer support and help at 
the earliest opportunity. However, if you have any concerns or need help or advice at any time, then please do 
contact your child’s Tutor at the earliest opportunity. 
 
So that we can all help each other navigate through these turbulent waters I did want to remind you of the key 
points regarding our online provision: 
 

• All students should register with their Tutor daily at 9am.  

• Parents are still required to contact the school as early as possible to report any absence, leaving the 
student’s name, tutor group and the reason for absence. 

• All students should be following their normal timetable as each lesson will usually start with a short 
video call on Teams. This allows the teacher to check if anyone is absent and speak to the whole 
class about the lesson ahead, as well as to recap the previous lesson. 

• All lesson tasks and instructions will be on ClassCharts, so please ensure that students log on before 
their lesson (and certainly after the teacher introduction on Teams), to access the work set.  

• Towards the end of the lesson all students are required to check-in with their teacher again to ensure 
that they have understood and completed all the tasks, and are able to receive any feedback or 
instructions related to submitting their work. 

• Between these times the teacher will be monitoring the ‘chat’ and offering support, but only after 
students have properly read all the instructions, checked with the rest of the class and taken time to 
look things up. 

 
We know that online learning presents its own particular challenges and we are working hard to maintain high 
quality education without impinging on home life too much. Where students may have been unable to fully complete 
any work set, they should still submit whatever work the teacher has requested, but also let them know if they 
require any additional help.    
 
More details can be found in the National Lockdown Expectations Information we sent out to you last week, 
attached again here and also available on the school website. 
 
Over the next few weeks there is likely to be a lot of unsettling discussion and speculation in the media about 
GCSE, Vocational and A-Level summer examinations. However, I would strongly caution against making any 
assumptions and to try not to be distracted, as Ofqual (the Office of Qualifications and Examination Regulations) 
will first be consulting on possible proposals; no final plans will be decided until mid-February, at the earliest.   
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We are constantly trying to utilise the very best websites to improve the learning of our children. You may see that 
some students are invited to use sites such as EdPuzzle, which allows staff to integrate video more seamlessly into 
lessons. We normally provide access to such recognised educational sites in school, but as the students are now 
working online we are happy for them to continue to engage with specific sites at home when directed by staff.  
 
A reminder that books and files for Year 10 and 11 students have been collated and can be collected from school 
between 8.30am-3.30pm. Students/adults must wear a mask if coming on site and should report to Reception when 
collecting please. 

 
With all that is going on I do hope that the students are still finding time to escape the screen, enjoy some fresh air 
and continue the good habits with their reading. As the attached Accelerated Reader competition table shows, 
our Year 7 students continue to make good progress and we would like to see each Tutor group continue with their 
books and online quizzes. Will 7W remain in the lead, or will it be another tutor group who receives Mrs Taylor’s 
hamper of goodies …? 
 
Dorset Council have asked us to share the information below with you, flyer also attached: 

 
As part of the COVID Winter Grant, we have funded Citizen's Advice to help families with the cost of utility 
bills. They can make rapid £200 payments to support families, as well as connecting to additional areas of 
help. You can apply online Get help with your utility bills - Dorset Council or by ringing 01929 408950.  

 
Finally, the planned Teenage Booster (Td/IPV and MenACWY) vaccination session due to take place with Year 
10 and some Year 11s in school on Thursday 21st January 2021 has now been postponed due to the current 
lockdown. We will update you on plans to restart the programme when we know more. 
 
I hope that you all find time to enjoy the weekend. 
 
Mr Hales 
 
Important Note: This ParentMail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual 
or entity to whom they are addressed. Disclosing, copying or distributing the contents is strictly prohibited without prior 
permission from the school. If you have received this email in error, please notify office@beaminster.dorset.sch.uk 
 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe-weather/emergencies/coronavirus/reaching-out/get-help-with-your-utility-bills.aspx
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