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The Sixth Form June 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Year 12 Parents, Carers and Students 
 

Year 12 – Next Steps 
 
We work hard to provide students with information and guidance about the ‘next steps’ available 
to them once the leave the Joint Sixth Form. Some students will choose to follow a path to 
university, others to employment, apprenticeships, internships and some to travel or complete 
voluntary work whilst taking time to assess their options further.  There is no ‘right’ route and 
what works for one student will not suit another.   
 
Given the huge range of careers and opportunities available it is our role to provide the 
information and guidance students need to be able to make their own, informed decisions.  
Students do though also need to be proactive in taking these opportunities, seeking out 
information and thinking about their future.   
 
A PowerPoint introduction to these options is on the school website on the 6th form tab. 
 
Support is provided through tutorial sessions on ‘Apprenticeships’, ‘Not uni – what else?’, 
University Finance’, and ‘NHS opportunities’ as well as events such as the Employability Fair 
and UCAS Open Days.  Students also have regular mentoring meeting with tutors where ‘next 
steps’ are discussed. 
 
I receive information about opportunities, schemes and/or courses every week from a huge 
range of providers and across a broad field of subjects/careers.  I pass these opportunities onto 
students interested in that field (rather than inundate all students with everything!)  Good 
communication between students and tutors is what makes this possible.   
 
Last week all students in school on Thursday registered with UCAS.  This is a necessary step 
for any student intending to apply to university.  All students have registered but this does not 
mean that all students will go to university, simply that they have not lost anything by registering 
and it keeps all their options open. It also means that students will go through the process of 
researching higher education opportunities, helping them to make informed choices. Students 
will write a detailed ‘personal statement’, which is useful for other applications including 
apprenticeships, and covering letters for potential employers. Finally, plans do change and 
registering and completing the process early is better than rushing the process later on. 
 
A parents’ guide to UCAS is available on the school website, and contains all the information 
you need. Simply click on ‘Sixth Form’ and navigate down to ‘UCAS information’. Also included 
on this page is a PowerPoint that breaks the process down.   
 
Key dates 
21st May 2020 The new UCAS cycle opens Summer term, Year 12 students 

research options and write personal statements. 
October – December Year 13 references written and applications finalised  
15th October  Deadline for Oxbridge, veterinary and medicine courses  
27th November Internal deadline for all applications to be completed which allows 

tutors time to write references 
15th January 2021  UCAS cycle closes  
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The Sixth Form  
 
The most important element is deciding where to study and what to study. 95% of students in 
their first year of university say they wish they’d researched their courses in greater detail. The 
more research you do, the more focused the personal statement is.  
 
Key considerations are:   
 

• distance from the family home (UCAS helps you search within a “distance from home”)  

• whether to go for a campus or city university (there is a different “feel”)  

• entry requirements  

• availability of halls of residence (very helpful in the first year of university)  

• level of tuition fee  

• feedback from existing / previous students about quality of teaching / value for money, etc. 
(see www.whatuni.com)   

• the average salary of graduates one year from completing courses.   
 
Please be aware that students are now expected to be researching courses and destinations, 
making decisions and starting to draft personal statements.    
 
Next week students will be provided with more detailed guidance on how to write a 
personal statement.   
 
The Joint Sixth Form expects personal statements to be completed (in first draft form) over the 
summer holiday.  It is usual for a personal statement to require a number of drafts before it is 
ready to send, so starting early really is important. 
 
Further support will be provided to all students over the remainder of this year and throughout 
Year 13.  There is also information on the school website but please od let me know if you have 
any further questions. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 Mr James See  
Heads of Sixth Form 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


