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Dear Parents and Carers  

Year 11 English Update Following AQA Announcement 
 
I am writing to update you following my previous email sent on 8th September as the situation in English Literature 
has now changed for the 2021 exam. 
 
AQA have sent out a communication today (10th Sept) confirming the final decision on the format of their exams, 
that poetry is now compulsory and schools can choose between the 19th century text, “A Christmas Carol,” and the 
modern play, “An Inspector Calls.”   
 
This means that we now have to remove “An Inspector Calls” from our course and commence teaching of the 
poetry anthology instead, so in light of this announcement please do not buy a copy of “An Inspector Calls.” Money 
for any copies already been purchased from the school will be refunded.   
 
The poetry anthologies are free so there is no cost implication for parents or the school for this change, and many 
of you who purchased revision guides last year will already have the “conflict and power” revision guide at home.    
 
From tomorrow, lessons will be focussed on completing the “conflict and power” poetry anthology, and the 
homework booklet will be redesigned and updated this weekend to be re-issued to students early next week.   
 
Students did some work on the “conflict and power” poetry anthology during lockdown, and some poems were 
covered in Year 9, so students should be somewhat familiar with the poems already.  
 
Following the AQA announcement the new exam format is: 
 

Paper 1 Paper 2 

Romeo and Juliet Conflict and Power poetry anthology 

A Christmas Carol Unseen poetry 

 
The English team can only apologise for this situation, which is of course beyond our control, but we are confident 
that we can move forward in a positive way.  
 
Please do feel free to contact me on cjones@beaminster.dorset.sch.uk if you have any questions. 
 
Thank you for your continued support.   
 
The English Team 
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