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Dear Parents and Carers – Update from the Head, Friday 5th June 2020 
 
With June now well under way, and the wider reopening of primary schools moving ahead as planned, 
we are busy ensuring that we can begin some face-to-face support for Year 10 and 12 students from 
the week commencing 15th June; thank you for your quick responses to our Year 10 and 12 survey, we 
will be in touch on Monday with further details of how this process will be managed. 
 
It has been lovely to see all staff back in school this week. This has given them time to re-orientate, 
collaborate on curriculum planning and work through the huge H&S implications of the task ahead. 
Teaching staff have done an incredible job to adapt from classroom teachers to digital educators and we 
have all been learners together on this enforced journey! 
 
Thank you for all your support with the weekly Tutor Team Tuesday meetings. Students, and staff, 
appreciated the time together, had some fun and gave valuable feedback on how they were coping. 
Please do speak to your child and encourage them all to participate. 
 
Two other quick reminders are, firstly, that Microsoft ‘Teams’ can be easily accessed on phones and, 
secondly, students need to remember to check their school emails as well as ClassCharts. 
With the ongoing situation in relation to Covid-19, ChatHealth is an NHS School Nurse anonymous text 
messaging service for young people aged 11-19 available Monday–Friday 8.30-4.30 (not Bank Holidays). 
They will respond to any queries or concerns around emotional health, physical health, sexual health, 
family, exams, relationships etc... See the attached poster for further details. 
 
Year 11 student Lerryn Eveleigh, is working with Dorset Young Researchers to understand how Covid-
19 is impacting future choices for students. They want to know how we can better help people make 
choices for University, Apprenticeships and 6th form / College without school being so easily available, 
as well as any other barriers to making these choices. Please could all 14-19 year olds complete this 
short survey: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/B2ECovid19 and many thanks for your help. 
 
With Year 11 never far from our minds, Weymouth College have a Virtual Open Day this Saturday – 
details are on their website. There is also a ‘Summer Works’ area on the website with preparatory work 
for all of their courses for Year 11. 
 
Alongside all the curriculum work we set, it is worth reminding students of three excellent video resources 
that also cover key aspects of the national curriculum and GCSE courses. 
 
1. Oak Academy https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/subjects/#subjects  
This has an increasing number of online video lessons, linked to each year group, that all start with a 
quick quiz; students have found this to be a good check on previous learning. The lessons are grouped 
into topics and can be accessed individually or as a complete block. 
 
2. BBC Bitesize https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/learn 
Daily lessons that link to the huge amount of content already available under its Learn and Revise 
website.  
 
3. Speakers for Schools https://www.speakersforschools.org/inspiration/vtalks/upcoming-vtalks/ 
A daily inspirational talk from a wide variety of people and careers that might spark further interest!  
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As you are aware, schools have continued to stay open to support key workers and vulnerable 
children. This is continuing throughout this half of the term and we now operate from 8.45am until 
3.30pm. If you require your child to attend school then please do let us know, in advance, by using our 
email office@beaminster.dorset.sch.uk  
 
That is quite a fulsome email, so I will stop now and leave you to enjoy a, hopefully, restful weekend. 
 
Best wishes 
Mr Hales 
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