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Dear Parents and Carers      
Key Stage 3 Science – Year 7 

 
I am pleased to welcome your child on their scientific journey of exploration and learning with Beaminster School’s 
Science Department, and to inform you of the arrangements for teaching Year 7 Science at Key Stage 3 for the 
next academic year. Following their first week in school Year 7s have settled in well to learning in a laboratory 
environment and it has been lovely to see them learning some new scientific skills and techniques.  
 

Class Arrangements 
Students will be taught in one of five teaching groups. Teaching groups are determined based on a variety of 
information received from primary schools, primarily around performance in English and Maths, and therefore 
students are not set by scientific ability, previous experience or performance in science. 

 

Course Outline 
Students will follow a comprehensive Science course starting with an Introduction to Science module, at the end of 
which they will sit a short primary level science assessment. This assessment is based on problem solving and 
comprehension skills and will be used to generate a target for students to aim for during any further Year 7 
assessments. It also allows teachers to get a good understanding of what level students are working at as they start 
their journey of Key Stage 3 Science. 
 
Throughout the year students will study 6 science modules based around the Pearson Key Stage 3 Exploring 
Science schemes of work and textbooks. The modules are as follows: 
 

Cells and reproduction   Muscles, bones and ecosystems 
Mixtures, acids and alkalis   The particle model, elements and compound, 
Energy and forces   Electricity and sound. 
 

Each module consists of two topics of approximately 15 lessons and ends with a short, in class assessment. The 
average result of these six assessments over the year will decide the teaching groups for Year 8. As you can see, 
there will be a Year 7 module teaching students about human sexual reproduction. Prior to teaching this module 
teachers will issue students with a further letter to take home giving more detail regarding the content of this 
module. Please let me or the class teacher know, as early as possible, if you have any reasons why you would not 
want your child to study this module. 
 

Revision Guides 
I strongly recommend that all students own their own copy of CGP KS3 Science Higher Level Revision Guide 
(ISBN: 9781841462301) to support their classroom work, and help them with independent learning skills. This 
revision guide is suitable for the whole of Key Stage 3 so will be useful for Years 7, 8 and 9.  
 

If your child does not already own a revision guide they are available at most good book shops, or can be ordered 
through ParentMail +Pay at a discounted cost of £2.60 (RRP £4.95). Please place your order with us online by 
the 9th October. We can then place one bulk order with CGP, collate and distribute the books within school, usually 
by October half term.  
 
Please note, Pupil Premium students will automatically be provided with a copy so there is no need to order 
one for them, or to buy another copy if your child, or an older sibling, already has one. 
 

Should you have any questions about Science at Beaminster then please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
Mr J Crossland 
Head of Science 


