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A selection of Year 9 
students from 

When I was in Year 6 I was 
terrified by the amount of 
people. There were so many! 
But after a few days I got used 
to everyone. 
My second fear was that I 
wouldn’t be able to get to 
lessons. To many people this 
would be a massive fear, but 
after a while, 5 minutes can feel 
like a long time. 
My third worry was would my 
teachers like me? I needn’t have 
worried, all the teachers liked 
me and I am thankful for that.  
You should never worry about 
coming to Beaminster School. 

 
By Archie Pitt-Pladdy 7P 

 

It’s hard to believe that it’s nearly a 
year since I started as a Year 7 at 
Beaminster School! The school is 
now getting ready to welcome the 
new Year 7s starting in September.  
 
It can be a daunting time, but you 
soon get used to your new 
surroundings! When I first arrived at 
Beaminster I was really worried about 
getting lost, making new friends and 
the amount of homework I’d get, but  
everything’s fine now. 

I thought it would be useful to speak 
to some current Year 7s and pass on 
some of their top tips about their 
experiences of their first year at 
Beaminster. They said: 
 
 Always dress smartly and have 

the correct uniform 
 Work hard and make a good 

impression for all your teachers 
 Be on time for your lessons 
 Have a positive attitude 
 Don’t worry about the size of the 

school, it will seem big at first, but 
you will know your way around in 
a couple of weeks 

 If you get lost, just ask another 
student, or teacher, or go to 
Reception, and they will help you 

 Speak to your tutor if you are 
upset or worried about anything. 
They are great and will help you 

 Do your homework on time, don’t 
leave it until the night before 

 Get involved and join clubs at 
lunchtime or after school, they are 
a great way to make new friends 
and have fun 

 Be organised, write your 
homework in your Handbook and 
try and get everything ready for 
school the night before. 

 
Enjoy your first year! It’s an exciting 
year so make the most of it and have 
fun! I have lots of funny and amazing 
memories, and I’m sure you will too! 
 

By Charlie Irving-Bell 7W 
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On Sunday 16
th
 June, two of our very own Year 7 Beaminster Newshounds, 

Kai Kenway and Charlie Irving-Bell, successfully completed a 5K Race for Life 
run at Yeovil College, raising over £150 for Cancer Research. 
 
The route took them around Yeovil Recreation Ground, local roads and even 
cross country, to explore the local countryside with some beautiful views. 
There was even a challenging uphill section along the route. 
 
Charlie said, “It was a fantastic atmosphere on the day. We would like to thank 
all our friends, family and teachers at school who kindly sponsored us.” 
 

Kai Kenway 7P and Charlie Irving-Bell 7W 

Ambition: A strong desire to achieve something  

Newshounds take part in Race for Life 

Year 7 Room 101 Competition  

In our class’s case, candidates would go 
up one at a time and would have to try 
and persuade the audience (the rest of 
the class and Mrs Clarke) that their 
“thing” should be placed in Room 101. 
 
A few got through to the final round. Evie 
Chubb got through on her subject of 
bullying, I got through on my subject of 
the way that Rick Stein eats his food on 
camera before telling the audience 
about the food and its taste. Barney 
Mason and Brooke Bugler both got 
through about how much they hate their 
brothers, and Kitty Neary and Mina 
Heckles also went through. 
 
It was a close call for all the candidates, 
as they all had very interesting 
arguments and were very persuasive 
and really wanted to win with their 
argument. They all did very well but 
Barney Mason took the lead and finally 
won. 
 
The challenge was hard, but also good 
fun, and enabled us to speak confidently 
and practically.  
 

By Archie Pitt-Pladdy 7P 

Mrs Clarke believes that the students 
in her class, and all students in Year 
7 and 8, should have the chance to 
speak out, and have more 
confidence about speaking out about 
things, before they reach Years 10 
and 11.  
 
So, for a bit of fun, Mrs Clarke 
decided to get her English group to 
do a Room 101 competition, because 
we were focusing on the topic of 
persuasive language.  
 
Every student in the class had to 
think of something that they disliked 
the most in the whole world. If you 
know the story of Room 101 (from 
1984 by George Orwell), or have 
watched the TV program, then you 
will know that the three candidates or 
panellists have to try to convince the 
presenter that this thing should be 
placed inside Room 101 to never 
come back out again. 
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“The school is a 
harmonious place to 

learn and grow” 
Ofsted 

Beaminster Newshounds Charlie and Kai having 

successfully completed the Race for Life at Yeovil College 

Year 7 Had fun learning about 
using persuasive language 

A horse walks into a bar.  

The bartender says, 

“Why the long face ..?!” 

By Michael Turner 7P 

Today at the bank, a man asked 

me to check his balance … 

... so I pushed him over!! 

By Michael Turner 7P 

Our Values 
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If you have read 
Philip Pullman’s 
“His Dark 
Materials” trilogy 
then you will love 
this prequel.  
 
It is a separate 
story in its own 
right, but several 
of the themes and 

characters have a lot more meaning 
if you have read the original books. 
 
The story throws us into the middle 
of a catastrophic flood that seems 
set to alter the course of history in 
this alternate version of Britain.  
 
The hero is Malcolm, a boy working 
at his parents’ inn. The story is 
exciting and fast-moving, and I 
would recommend it to anyone who 
enjoys fantasy adventure books. 
 

By Charlie Irving-Bell 7W  

Book Reviews 

Smoking is Dangerous! 
But how do teenagers even get hold 
of cigarettes and tobacco? All we 
know is some get it from their parents, 
or may even steal cigarettes from 
them.  
 
Sometimes they get older people to 
buy cigarettes for them, or some 
shops sell them to kids.  
 
Can kids smoke legally? No, it is 
illegal for people under 18 to buy 
tobacco and cigarettes.  
 
Why do they want to smoke anyway? 
They see it as a way of rebelling and 
a form of independence. Also, some 
people think of it as being cool, but 
that’s only what they think.  

The thing is 
most people 
don’t realise 
how much 
smoking 
actually costs. 
Smoking may 
cost you around £200 a month, so at 
the end of year that could cost you 
£2,400 and that is a lot of money! 
 
So, there we have it, is there a point 
of smoking? No there isn’t. So why 
don’t you stop now!!! 
 

By Francis Caswell 7P 

Sid is a program to try to stop school 
kids smoking. The S stands for 
SMOKING, the I stands for IS and the 
D stands for Dangerous.  
 
The aim is to try to get school kids to 
understand just how dangerous 
smoking is. For example, the damage 
it can do to your body and how it can 
get you into trouble. 
 
Most people start smoking when 
they’re teenagers, so the age that you 
are at school.  
 
In 2006 the percentage of 15-years 
old who smoked was 20%. By 2017 
this was down to 7%. So, by 2022 we 
want that to be just 3%  - or even 0! 
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The Book of Dust Volume 1, La Belle Sauvage 
By Philip Pullman 

I like this book because I have read the 
previous trilogy and this tells you more 
about the start and beginnings of the 
previous books.  
 
The main characters are Lyra (a baby 
and the main character in the previous 
books), Alice and Malcolm. This series 
is also a trilogy, with the next book 
coming out sometime in October.  
 
I  would recommend it, and the 
Northern Lights trilogy, to anyone who 
enjoys a good read and an exciting 
adventure. 

By Kai Kenway 7P 

This is the first 
book of a quartet 
and has recently 
been made into a 
film. It is a brilliant 
science fiction 
novel where an 
imaginative 
university has been 
created, and in this 
alternate future the 
world has been partially destroyed 
by a global “Sixty Minute War”. 
 
Cities are now on wheels, and to 
survive they chase and devour 
small towns, taking their valuable 
metals and their populations as 
slaves. The main character is Tom, 
an orphaned apprentice in London. 
The book is an exciting and 
interesting story, suitable for ages 
11 and upwards. 
 

By Charlie Irving-Bell 7W  

Mortal Engines 
By Philip Reeve 

Q: Did you hear about the 
restaurant on the moon…? 
 
A: Great food, no 
atmosphere! 

By Michael Turner 7P 

Service: The action of helping or 
doing work for someone 

Our Values 
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Sports Day 2019 

All students, and some staff, take part in Sports Day, competing in a range of 
activities and representing their House. It is always an exciting day, and lots of 
fun. Some of our Newshounds spoke to staff and students about their views of 
Sports Day. 
 
 
Mr Donovan 
Q  What is your favourite sporting event and why? 
A The 100m run because it is for the fastest girl and boy in the school 
 
Q What sporting event are you running on Sports Day? 
A I am a track marshall 
 
Q Why did you decide that you wanted to be a PE teacher? 
A I wanted a change of career, and there weren’t many other 
 things I could do! 
 
Q Do you support a football team, if so, which one? 
A Manchester United 
 
Q If you had to choose, what is your favourite teaching group? 
A Year 7 of course, because I am their Head of Year and it would 

be wrong to choose anyone else, but I do really enjoy all my Year 
8 girls’ PE lessons 

 
Q Did you ever play any type of sport professionally? 
A No, but I wanted to play football 

By Lucy Davidson 8M 
 
Ella, Girls Sports Captain for 7W 
Q What sports are taking place on Sports Day? 
A Relay, 100m, 200m, 300m, 400m, 800, 1500m, triple jump, long jump 

and discus 
 
Q Which tutor group is currently in lead? 
A Pilsdon 
 
Q Do you think your tutor group will do well? 
A Yes, because we are amazing and we work really well together 
 
Q If you could add another sport to Sports Day what would it be? 
A Rounders, because it’s a great sport and you need to be able to catch 
 people out 
 
Q What sports are you taking part it? 
A Relay, 1500m and long jump 
 
Q What is your favourite part of Sports Day? 
A Relay and 1500m. I really like the relay because you need to pass the 
 baton quickly without dropping it ,and the 1500m because I 
 really like running 
 
Q Do you think your tutor group could win? 
A Yes, but I think that everyone has a good chance of winning 
 

By Charlie Irving-Bell 7W 
 
 
Congratulations to PILSDON who held on to their top spot and 

won overall. 

Page 4 

Beaminster Times 



 

5 

Page 5 

Summer 2019 



 

6 

The BIG Interview - Mrs Rychnovsky 

Science teacher Mrs Rychnovsky kindly 
gave us an interview for the Beaminster 
Times about the use of plastics and the “Is 
Plastic Fantastic?” project. 
 
Q: In your opinion why do you think we 

should stop using plastic? 
 
A: Plastics are made from oil and fossil 

fuels and we are going to run out of fossil 
fuels, so eventually we won’t be able to 
make any more plastic because we won’t 
have any more oil to make it from.  

 
 Oil is a really valuable resource so I think 

we could cut down on single use 
plastics; plastic has its place in making 
things like water bottles, plastic containers and 
lunchboxes, there are alternatives but those things last a 
really long time and get used a lot, so it’s the single use 
plastics I think we should be looking to replace with 
something more sustainable. 

 
Q: What are the alternatives if we stop using plastics? 
 
A: So I think in some places it ’s almost impossible to 

replace plastic because we’ve developed things in 
modern technology because they can be made from 
plastic. But, for example, the straws in the canteen are 
not plastic any more they’re paper; lunch bags don’t need 
to be plastic they can be paper; disposable plates, we all 
used to work perfectly fine with paper disposable plates 
instead of plastic or polystyrene plates, so I think there 
are alternatives for most of the things that we use day to 
day that are single use.  

 
 The big one out there in the world is coffee cups, so we 

have to remember to encourage people to pack one of 
their own to take with them; and water bottles, we do get 
through a lot of water bottles and plastic drink bottles in 
the school; we could alternatively have a dispenser in the 
school that gives water, and squash and other things 
available in the canteen that people can re-fill their water 
bottles with. 

 
Q: What did you think was good about Is Plastic 

Fantastic? 
 
A: The project was good at raising awareness about 

what people use and whether there might be better ways 
to replace plastics, but also, we tried to make sure that 
people knew about recycling plastic. Recycling plastic at 
school is really easy, any plastic that you can recycle at 
home you can recycle at school. So as long as you can’t 
tie it into a knot you can recycle it, they just go to any of 
the collection bins in school. 

 
Q: What did you chat about in Is Plastic Fantastic? 
 
A: All the things I’ve just told you really. 
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Q: How do you feel about all the 
thrown away plastic and litter? 

 
A: It does make me quite sad. It 

doesn’t look nice on the school site 
if you litter, and it does upset me 
that people are still buying things 
every day that they know they are 
just going to throw away instead of 
bringing an alternative in with them.  

 
And I’m trying, with the help of some 
other people, to increase the number 
of things we can recycle in school - so, 
for example, we can recycle our crisp 
and popcorn packets now, there is a 
collection bin 

at the bottom of the stairs 
by the staff room and 
CO1, and any popcorn or 
crisp packets can go 
straight in there. If it’s in 
there it isn’t creating that 
litter.  

 
 Litter is also a problem 

because we are a school 
site and when you have all 
gone home there are lots 
of other animals that come 
out once everyone’s gone 
that the litter presents a 
hazard to. 

 
Q: What could we do to improve Beaminster 

School’s canteen range and many litter 
problems? 

 
A: Well, I think the students hold the answer to 

that because I rarely go into the canteen, but 
students do, and if they don’t like what they see 
there then they’re the best people to change it. I 
know that the canteen staff have been trying to 
buy trays for takeaway meals that are more 
sustainable and they’re not plastic any more, and 
they’ve also swapped from plastic straws to paper 
straws, all those sort of things, so I think they’ve 
been doing quite a lot that they’re in control of.  

 
 But, the litter is a bit difficult for them or me to take 

responsibility for, so perhaps it’s about making 
students more aware of the damage they’re doing 
and how they can do things differently.  

 
Q: Do you avoid plastic when you go shopping? 
 
A: Yes, I try to as much as I can. 
 
Q: What do you think about using exercise books 

in class instead of computers to save paper? 
 
A: I think there is a place for both; if we have 

computers then obviously the amount of materials 

Mrs Rychnovsky 
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Big Butterfly Count 2019 

changes in their environment which 
makes them excellent biodiversity 
indicators; butterfly declines are an 
early warning for other wildlife losses. 
The count will also help to identify 
trends in species that will help to 
make a plan to protect them from 
extinction. 
 
Many celebrities are backing the 
count, such as Sir David 
Attenborough, Alan Titchmarsh, Mike 
Dilger, Nick Baker and actress 
Joanna Lumley. 
 
How to Get Involved 
If you want to take part then simply 
log on to the website https://
www.bigbutterflycount.org/ and then 
just count the number of species you 
can see in 15 minutes, it’s easy! 

There is also a handy identification 
chart. 
 
Save butterflies, do the Big Butterfly 
Count this year and be part of the 
numbers helping to save butterflies 
from extinction. 

                                                                                                 
By Kai Kenway 7P                  

The Big Butterfly Count is a 
nationwide survey aimed at helping 
scientists assess the health of our 
environment.  
 
It was launched in 2010 and has 
become the world’s biggest survey of 
butterflies.  
 
Over 100,000 took part in 2018, 
submitting 97,133 counts of 
butterflies and day-flying moths from 
across the UK.  
 
The Big Butterfly Count 2019 takes 
place from Friday 19

th
 July – 

Sunday 11
th

 August so you can get 
involved! 
 
Why count butterflies?  
Butterflies react very quickly to 
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used to make a computer is quite considerable and 
they also need charging up. Often students are 
working on a computer and then sending things to the 
printer, so we wouldn’t save paper, and I do think 
having something written down or printed is a really 
good way to be able to look back at what you did. 

 
Without something written down to act as a prompt  I 
would find it almost impossible to learn anything. 
Having some way of recording your learning is very 
important, so maybe we could use a mixture of the 
two; there is nothing wrong with exercise books, but 
there are recycled paper exercise books out there that 
we could be buying that would be helping to create a 
market for recycled paper, and that would be a useful 
thing. 

 
Q: As a whole school is there anything more we can 

do to reduce our plastic? 
 
A: I think the major source of plastic now is plastic 

bottles from the canteen, crisp packets, popcorn 

packets, plastic bags etc and that’s down to choice …  
and pens, I think we might need to think about how 
many plastic pens get thrown away every day. 

 
I’m in the process of setting up a collection point in 
every classroom for all the pens that run out or break 
during a lesson, and I think that once we start 
collecting and counting up how many we get you will 
be surprised!  
 
There are alternatives people can use, like fountain 
pens which you can refill with ink; however, most of 
them must be refilled using a plastic ink cartridge, so 
that might be another thing we could look at.  
 
I think paper is the big thing in school, actually, we 
throw away a huge amount of paper. We buy an awful 
lot of paper and all the paper we buy is non-recycled 
paper at the moment, and I think that’s a shame 
because there is recycled paper available.   

 
Our thanks to Mrs Rychnovsky for taking the time to give 

us this interesting and thought-provoking interview.  
 

By Kai Kenway 7P and Edith Fowler 8E 

Kindness: The quality of being 
friendly, generous and considerate 

Our Values 

https://www.bigbutterflycount.org/
https://www.bigbutterflycount.org/
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After meeting up with Mrs Spencer-White, Beaminster School's newest 
addition, we have been able to gather some facts about our new member of 
staff here at Beaminster School. 

Mrs Spencer-White is a very vibrant teacher who would like to bring a 
passion for reading here at Beaminster School.  

She would also like to bring a love for creative writing, and general 
knowledge on Harry Potter. She cares a lot about animal welfare and thinks 
that animal cruelty needs to stop.  

Mrs Spencer-White's first impression of Beaminster School was that it was a 
welcoming and honourable place. When she first arrived, Mrs Spencer-White 
had parked in the front car park and couldn't find her way to the Main 
Entrance, so two lovely Year 8 girls saw that she was a bit lost and helped 
her find the way to the main entrance. Instantly Mrs Spencer-White felt very 
welcome and calm.  

We are all expecting good things from Mrs Spencer-White in the future and 
hope that she will help the school to become the best school it can be, just 
like all the other staff and students here at Beaminster School. 

By Archie Pitt-Pladdy 7P 

Meet the Teacher - Mrs Spencer-White 

Beaminster Young Farmers 

I’m part of Beaminster Young Farmers, one of the nine 
clubs in Dorset.  
 
The other clubs are Hermitage and Hillfield, Sherborne, 
Blandford, Marshwood Vale, Gillingham and 
Shaftesbury, Puddletown, Sturminster Newton, 
Wareham and Purbeck. 
 
I really enjoy Young Farmers because it’s really fun and 
offers loads of activities, for instance, stock judging, 
trips to local farms, brewery tours and many other 
exciting things.  
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Year 8 Graduation Ceremony 

Families and friends of Year 8 
students enjoyed a wonderful 
graduation ceremony. 

Students gave some 
impressive performances 
during  the ceremony  which 
marks the end of students’ 
time in Lower School and 

looks forward to them moving 
into the Upper School. 

Congratulations Year 8! 

 

Mrs Spencer-White 

The best things about Young Farmers are the 
competitions; there are many competitions you can take 
part in such as quizzes, sports etc.  
 
Something I’m looking forward to is the South West Area 
(SWA) Junior weekend away, we’re heading off to the 
Brecon Beacons with every club in the South West. Me, 
and three other juniors are going.  
 
To be a Young Farmer you must be aged between 10 
and 26.    
 

By Kai Kenway 7P 
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Brownie Recipe 
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Ingredients 
100g plain flour 
4 eggs 
100g chopped butter 
200g chopped dark chocolate 
250g golden caster sugar 
1 tsp baking powder 
30g cocoa 
 
 
Step 1: Heat the oven to 180°C / fan 160°C / gas 4. 

Step 2: Line a 22cm square brownie tin with baking 
parchment. Melt the butter and chocolate together in a 
microwave or in a bowl set over a pan of simmering water. 
Cool to room temperature. 
 
Step 3: Whisk the eggs and sugar together until the mixture 
is light and fluffy. 

 
Step 4: Fold the chocolate mixture into 
the egg mixture and sift on the flour, 
baking powder and cocoa. 
 
Step 5: Fold this in to give a fudgy 
batter. 
 
Step 6: To ramp it up, add 100g 

chopped white or milk chocolate chunks OR 100g 
toasted, roughly chopped hazelnuts or pecans OR 2 
handfuls of baby marshmallows. 
 
Step 7: Bake for 25-30 minutes or until the top is 
cracked but the middle just set. Cool completely, 
then lift out of the tin and cut. 
 

By Michael Turner 7P 

We really hope you have enjoyed reading this edition of the Beaminster Times 
 

Please visit our website www.beaminster.dorset.sch.uk for more information about us 
 

Contact email: NChalkley@beaminster.dorset.sch.uk or call 01308 862633  

 

if there is anything in particular that you would like the paper to cover in future 

Some Exam Revision Tips 

1. Start early 
2. Decide what you are going to revise 
3. Make a plan 
4. Find a method that works for you, short snappy notes, 

or reading out of your exercise books 

5. Eat healthily 
6. Get regular exercise 
7. Take breaks 
8. Get a good night’s sleep 
9. Stay calm and be positive! 

 

By Harmony Trevorrow 8L 

The Newshounds Team 
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