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Dear Parents and Carers  Update from the Head, Friday 23rd July 
 
As we come to the end of this most extraordinary of years, I wanted to start by thanking you all for your continued 
trust and understanding with all that we have done at Beaminster School. The staff have hugely appreciated your 
support in encouraging safe behaviours, maintaining very high levels of attendance and working with us to 
overcome the many challenges outside of our control.  
 
It seems a very long time ago that we started September with a return to school, having missed the whole of the 
previous summer term. There was so much that was different, difficult and demanding; staggered starts, year group 
bubbles, face coverings and the additional step count from moving around the outside of our buildings (!) but how 
quickly and successfully the students adapted to the transition.  
 
I am incredibly proud of how well our children have responded to these unprecedented events, adapted to the many 
challenges and changes and done it all with such good humour, tolerance and a genuine understanding that it is for 
the greater good. Their service to others in the school, and the local community, has been a beacon of compassion, 
care and kindness, and it has been a delight to see our school ethos of Ambition, Service and Kindness shining 
through. 
 
The huge burden placed upon schools has been shouldered by every member of staff and my hugely supportive 
Governing Body. Together they have continuously gone above and beyond anything that I could expect in order to 
provide the safest environment possible for our community, whilst maintaining the very highest levels of education. 
Even on the most difficult of days we have found great joy in being together and supporting the students through 
these most arduous months.  
 
Staff have had to adapt to constantly changing guidelines, yet still found innovative and exciting ways to ensure that 
lessons carry on by embracing new technology, or adapting classrooms and ensuring practical work is maintained. 
They have seized every semblance of normality, such as Sports Day, trips, exhibitions and inspirational speakers to 
sustain our need for community, whilst putting aside a huge number of hours to continue to support our students’ 
welfare; I cannot thank them enough for their unstinting support.  
 
The challenge of the covid-19 pandemic has only reinforced my belief that Beaminster School is a special place to 
learn, where students flourish and develop into ambitious young people with a kindness to others and a sense of 
service to themselves and their community that we should all cherish.  
 
Along with the excitement of the holidays, there is also sadness as we said goodbye to a number of colleagues, 
including Mrs Britton who is moving on to pastures new, and well-deserved retirement for Mr Harris, Mr Barton, Mrs 
Herbert and Mrs Bunch. We wish them all well and thank them for their many years of service to the school.  
 
Finally, it is heartening to reflect back on a very hectic, but successful week of activities and celebration. This 
started with the Year 11 and 13 Proms where the students delighted in gathering together for one last farewell and 
were a real pleasure to spend time with. 
 
I commend the PE department for their re-organisation of Sports Day, due to the heat alert, and making it such an 
uplifting afternoon, ably supported by Mr Smith’s anthemic tunes. Please do see the attached results as a number 
of records were broken, alongside the fierce competition for House points.     
 
The Year 7 - 10 Reward Trips were logistically complex events to organise, but a very worthwhile 
acknowledgement that the students have supported us all every step of the way. 
 
On Thursday afternoon Year 7 enjoyed a wonderful celebration assembly full of achievement and student talent. 
There was a rich array of performances including a unique film, dancing, singing, stand-up and an increasingly 
dazzling drum solo. Congratulations to all those involved.  
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Year 7 student, Edward House, completed his recent fundraising Tennis-a-thon, playing for 6 hours in scorching 
30-degree heat and raising well over £700 for Dementia UK, a great achievement, and Year 8, Eva Murless, has 
just qualified for the Pony Club Regional Championships in Cornwall in August, taking part in dressage, show 
jumping and cross country, many congratulations to them both. 
 
Congratulations also to the Beaminster Newshounds who have compiled another great edition of the school 
newspaper, The Beaminster Times, which is full of interesting articles and interviews and a really enjoyable read; 
a copy is attached and can also be found on the school website. Any students wishing to become part of the team 
would be warmly welcomed next term. 
 
We are looking forward to welcoming our new Year 7s for their week-long summer camp in the week beginning 
16th August. They have their first formal day with us on Monday 6th September, and we welcome back the whole 
school for the start of the Autumn Term on Tuesday 7th September. 
 
However, I think that we have all learnt not to be too rigid in our thinking so we will update you on Friday 3rd 
September once we have a clearer picture.  
 
Our friends at The Prout Bridge Project are running a summer activities programme, details and how to book 
places are attached. 
 
For now, it only leaves me to wish you all a restful and enjoyable summer. 
 
Take care and stay safe.   
Mr Hales 
 
Important Note: This ParentMail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual 
or entity to whom they are addressed. Disclosing, copying or distributing the contents is strictly prohibited without prior 
permission from the school. If you have received this email in error, please notify office@beaminster.dorset.sch.uk  
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