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Dear Parents and Carers – Update from the Head, Thursday 7th May 2020 
 
The swirling media speculation about primary schools opening for Year 6 on 1st June is proving an 
unhelpful fixation on a particular date and a particular year group.  
 
In all the discussions with the government schools have been saying that before a date can be arrived at, 
there’s much to do in terms of reassuring the public about safety; of providing definitive scientific 
advice on issues like social distancing and PPE in schools, and of working through the logistics for each 
school and college in its own context. I am hopeful that we will see some return to schooling in the 
second half of the summer term, but do expect this to be very different from normal! 
 
Staff continue to work hard to support students at this difficult time. We are asking that all students 
contact their Tutor and subject teachers at least once every fortnight to let them know that work is 
complete or to get help. We are also open every morning should students require printing or computer 
access, but as ever, please do contact office@beaminster.dorset.sch.uk to let us know. 
 
All Year 9 students have been sent their final Options form this week to complete and return (ideally by 
email to the office email address above) as soon as possible please, and by 15th May at the latest. 
 
Thank you all for your understanding and support with the decision to cancel Activities Week. We are 
now busy unpicking a large number of threads but will endeavour to get refunds back to you by May half 
term. 
 
The next set of Free School Meals e-codes were sent out on 30th April, but at the time of writing, 27 
qualifying families still have yet to redeem their supermarket voucher so should please check their inbox 
and junk mail folders. 
 
The Dorset Family Information Service has provided some very helpful advice for families which can 
be found at https://mailchi.mp/dorsetcouncil/may-fis-newsletter?e=4c46d35279 A link to this can also be 
found on the Home page of the school website together with other links and information that may be 
useful to families at this time. 
 
Finally, on the 75th Anniversary of VE Day, it seems even more appropriate to pay tribute to, and 
remember, those who served in one of the most significant events in our country’s history. The Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Justin Welby, provides a thoughtful, reflective, school assembly on hope that some of you 
might enjoy: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HkBOjxPCgOY       
 
I hope that you all find time to get away from your screens and enjoy the May Bank Holiday. 
 
As always, do get in touch if there is anything that you require and stay safe. 
 
Mr Hales 
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