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Dear Parents and Carers – Update from the Head, Friday 6th November 2020 
 
As you are aware the Government has released new guidance for education and childcare settings which 
we are required to implement from Monday. Following on from my earlier email this week, I am pleased 
to say that we are already meeting most of the new regulations for face coverings so the students 
will only have to undertake a small number of changes. However, it is worth highlighting two significant 
points that were made: 
 

1. “On the basis of current evidence, in light of the mitigating measures education settings are 
taking, and the negative impact on communication, face coverings will not be necessary in the 
classroom even where social distancing is not possible.” 

2. Government guidance states that most children originally identified as clinically extremely 
vulnerable no longer need to follow original shielding advice. As such, if you are a parent of a 
clinically extremely vulnerable child, it is advisable to speak to your child’s GP or specialist 
clinician if you haven’t already done so to understand whether your child would still be classed as 
clinically extremely vulnerable. We would ask that any parents this affects provide us with 
guidance from their clinician and regularly update us on the advice they are being given so that 
we can offer the appropriate support.  

 
In summary, and to be clear:  
 

• Students should not come to school if they have any symptoms of coronavirus 
• Face coverings must be worn on school transport 
• Face coverings must be worn in all internal communal areas (excluding classrooms). This 

includes corridors, the canteen, during assemblies, wet weather areas, the Sixth Form study and 
common rooms. 

• It is essential that ALL students have their own mask AND a spare with them at all times 
please. Anyone exempt should display their exemption ID. 

• Visitors to the school site have now been restricted to only those deemed absolutely necessary 
for curriculum, health and wellbeing needs. 

 
These measures will help us to keep everyone as safe as possible during this National Lockdown 
period.   
 
We were delighted to hear that our catering provider passed their recent COVID-19 and Food Hygiene 
inspections with flying colours; congratulations to Gina and her team for this significant recognition of 
their excellent work. The canteen is now open for select year groups each breaktime on a rolling basis.  
 
Covid issues aside, there is still a lot going on in school to look forward to, celebrate and for students to 
enjoy. 
 
I was delighted to receive a hugely complimentary email over the weekend from a member of the public 
regarding the exemplary behaviour of our Gold Duke of Edinburgh students who were undertaking 
their final expedition. Saffron, Harvey, Hugo, Ola and Charlie overcame the significant weather 
challenges to complete their expedition and receive high praise from their assessor; there are photos of 
their expedition on the school Facebook page, and one of their pictures will even be used to promote 
Dorset DoE! 
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Year 9 are looking forward to an exciting science and technology day on Monday with ‘Wonderstruck’. 
The students will start the day with a Science Show and then complete workshops based around rockets, 
fan-powered cars and lots of competitions. Many thanks to Mr Barton for organising.  
 
For Remembrance Day, on Wednesday, Tutor groups will be participating in a virtual assembly as we 
remember those who have fallen. There will then be a 2 minute silence at 11am across the whole school. 
 
A large group of Year 11 students are participating in the online Science in Action Day on Thursday. 
Through bespoke lectures, video links and interactive activities the students will be immersed in a range 
of topics and discussion to stretch their thinking. Thank you to Mrs Rychnovsky for organising this. 
 
Friday is our annual Children In Need non-uniform day when we raise money to help ensure every child 
in the UK is safe, happy, secure and has the opportunities they need to reach their potential. 
 
As we look forward in the calendar I am sorry to confirm that we will not be able to hold our usual 
Academic Monitoring Day on Friday 20th November. However, we are working on a virtual parents’ 
evening system that we hope to trial in December; more on this to follow. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank you all for your ongoing support and kindness as we move into this difficult 
period. I want to reassure you that we are responding thoughtfully, thoroughly and rapidly to the evolving 
situation and we are always happy to discuss any concerns or questions you may have at this worrying 
time. Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you would like any help, support or guidance. 
 
Have a restful weekend. 
 
Mr Hales 
 
Important Note: This ParentMail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual 
or entity to whom they are addressed. Disclosing, copying or distributing the contents is strictly prohibited without prior 
permission from the school. If you have received this email in error, please notify office@beaminster.dorset.sch.uk 
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