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English Literature 
Homework booklet 

Year 11 - Spring term 
 

Paper 1: ‘Romeo and Juliet’ and ‘A 
Christmas Carol’ 

 

 

The key to success in your English GCSEs is organisation and revision. 

You should keep all of the notes from these tasks in your folder. 

This homework booklet is a starting point for your revision: there are many other tasks that 

you can do to prepare yourself for the exam. 
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Paper 1 Paper 2 
•Shakespeare 

•The 19th-century novel 
 

• Modern texts 
•Poetry 

• Unseen poetry 
1 hour 45 minutes 2 hour 15 minutes 

64 marks 
40% of GCSE 

96 marks 
 60% of GCSE 

Section A:  
Shakespeare (Romeo and Juliet):  
Students will answer 1 question on their play of 
choice. They will be required to write in detail 
about an extract from the play and then to 
write about the play as a whole. 
30 marks 
SPaG- 4 marks 
 
Section B : 
The 19th-century novel (A Christmas Carol):  
Students will answer 1 question on their novel 
of choice. They will be required to write in 
detail about an extract from the novel and then 
to write about the novel as a whole. 
30 marks 

Section A:  
Modern texts (Blood Brothers or An Inspector Calls):  
Students will answer 1 essay question from a choice of 2 on their studied modern 
prose or drama text. 
30 marks 
SPaG- 4 marks 
 
Section B: Conflict and power poetry:  
Students will answer 1 comparative question on 1 named poem printed on the 
paper and 1 other poem from their chosen anthology cluster.                    30 marks 
 
Section C:  
Unseen poetry:  
Students will answer 1 question on one unseen poem and 1 question comparing this 
poem with a second unseen poem. 
32 marks 
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Based on my mocks, what topics or skills do I need to focus on for each section? 

English literature paper 1 English literature paper 2 

Romeo and Juliet Animal Farm 

A Christmas Carol Conflict and power poetry 

Unseen poetry 
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‘Romeo and Juliet’ ‘A Christmas Carol’ 
Copy of the text we 

recommend  
Publisher ISBN 

Copy of the text 
we recommend  

Publisher ISBN 

Romeo and Juliet: 
The Complete play 

CGP 1841461229 
A Christmas 

Carol 
Wordsworth 

Classics 
1840227567 

Revision guides we 
recommend  

  
Revision guides 
we recommend  

Publisher ISBN 

York Notes Study Guide York Notes 1447982231 
York Notes for 

GCSE: Study Guide 
Pearson 1447982126 

Romeo and Juliet Workbook 
(includes answers) 

CGP 1782947787 
Workbook: A 

Christmas Carol 
CGP 1782947809 

SNAP Revision: Romeo and 
Juliet 

Collins 0008247072 
Revision Question 

Cards 
CGP 1789083486 

Rapid Revision Cards York Notes 1292273666 
SNAP Revision: A 
Christmas Carol 

Collins 0008247110 

Revision Guide and Practice 
Book 

Scholastic 1407182617 

Oxford Literature 
Companions (aimed 

at A level) 

Oxford University 
Press 

0198355319 

York Notes Advanced (aimed 
at A level) 

York Notes 0582823072 
   

 

Past exam questions 
 ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 

2019 A1S5 kissing- Explore how Shakespeare presents the relationship between Romeo and Juliet. 

2018 A3S5 Juliet arguing with parents- Starting with this moment in the play, explore how Shakespeare presents relationships 
between adults and young people in ‘Romeo and Juliet’. 

2017 A1S1 Sampson and Gregory- Starting with this conversation, explore how Shakespeare presents aggressive male behaviour in 
Romeo and Juliet. 
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‘Romeo and Juliet’  

I could tell you about this if given a prompt  I could tell you about this now 

CHARACTERS 
   THEMES    

I can use adjectives to describe each of the characters.    I can explain how the main themes are introduced in the Prologue.    

I can describe what Romeo is like at the start of the play.    I can explain the role of romantic love.    

I can identify / discuss Romeo’s ‘turning point’.    I can explain the role of violence between the male characters.    

I can describe what Juliet’s life is like.    I can identify the juxtaposing ideas of love and conflict.    

I can explain Romeo and Juliet’s feelings for one another.    I can identify the juxtaposing ideas of peace and violence.    

I can explain Romeo’s relationship with his parents.    I can explore the role of pace /speed.    

I can explain Juliet’s relationship with her parents.    I can identify the role of youth in the decision making.    

I can explore the Nurse’s role in the plot. 
   

I understand the difference between fate and free choice. 
   

I can explore Friar Lawrence’s role in the plot. 
   

I can explore the idea of fate. 
   

I can describe Prince Escalus’ role. 
   

I understand the role of parental-type relationships. 
   

I understand Mercutio’s role. 
   

I can explore the theme of religion. 
   

I can describe Tybalt’s role.    I can identify the theme of appearances.    

I can describe the differences between Tybalt and Romeo. 
   

I can explore the theme of death. 
   

I can explore the decisions that each character makes. 
   

I can apply the concept of juxtaposing themes. 
   

I can explain the relationships between the characters. 
   

I can link contextual factors to each theme. 
   

I have a quotation memorised for each of the main characters. 
   

I have a quotation memorised for each of the themes. 
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‘Romeo and Juliet’:   knowledge 

I understand the 
plot. 

 
I can summarise 

each act. 

I can describe the main 
characters: 

Romeo               Juliet 
Mercutio             Tybalt 

Lord Montague              
Lord Capulet 

Lady Montague              
Lady Capulet 

I understand the main 
themes: 

Love               Conflict 
Peace             Violence  

Choice             Fate 
Youth               Age 

Gender          Religion 
Pace             Appearance  

I know how to 
approach an exam 

question. 

I have memorised 
quotes for each 

character. 

I have memorised 
quotes for each theme. 

I am confident in 
linking my points 

to the context. 

I know how I am going 
to plan my answer 

before I start writing it. 

I am confident in 
embedding quotes in 

my paragraphs. 

I have a strong 
introduction ready 
for each possible 

theme or character 
that might come 
up in the exam. 

My revision notes are 
clear and contain key 

information. 

My revision folder is 
organised. 

‘Romeo and Juliet’:  Subject terminology 

I have: 
- a metaphor from each 

act 
- a metaphor related to 

each character 
- a metaphor related to 

each theme 

I have: 
- verbs related to the 

theme of pace 
- verbs related to the 

theme of appearances / 
sight 

I have: 
- light imagery related to 

the theme of love 
- dark imagery related to 

Romeo’s and Juliet’s 
sorrow 

- dark imagery related to 
the theme of death 

 I have: 
- an example of 

symbolism relating to 
the theme of love 

- an example of 
symbolism relating to 
the theme of conflict 

- an example of 
symbolism relating to 
the theme of religion 

 

I have: 
- a point about the 

structure of the play that 
relates to the theme of 

speed / pace 
- a point about the 

structure of the play that 
relates to gender roles in 

Elizabethan society 

I have: 
- examples of words that 
are repeated throughout 

the play 
- examples of words that 

are mentioned in the 
prologue then also in the 

play 

I have:  
- a list of words used 

belonging to the 
semantic field of 

darkness 
- a list of words used 

belonging to the 
semantic field of pain  

I have: 
- a word/phrase from the 

prologue or act 1 that 
foreshadows the events of 

the play 

I have: 
- a list of juxtaposing 

ideas that appear in the 
play 

- quotes for at least 4 of 
these juxtaposing ideas  

 

I have: 
- examples of use of 
monosyllabism that 

reflects the anger of a 
character 

I have: 
- examples of celestial 

imagery 

I have: 
- metaphors that describe 

Juliet 
- metaphors that describe 

Romeo  
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‘Romeo and Juliet’: Context 

 
- I know when the play is thought 

to have been written / first 
performed. 

- I know (approx.) when 
Shakespeare was born and died. 

- I can name 3 other plays by 
Shakespeare. 

- I know 2+ of the 10 commandments. 
- I know what happened during the 

Dissolution of the Monasteries. 
- I know the difference between Catholics 

and Protestants. 
- I know where most people went every 

Sunday. 
- I can explain the term ‘infant mortality’. 
- I know where The Globe Theatre was. 

- I can explain how James I being a patron 
of ‘The King’s Men’ might have affected 

Shakespeare’s choices.  
- I know when James I was monarch. 

- I know when Elizabeth I was monarch. 
 

 
- I have read one article about 
gender in Elizabethan times. 

- I know who would usually have 
chosen a woman’s husband for 

her. 
- I can comment on what life was 

like for women in Elizabethan 
times. 

- I can define the term ‘patriarchy’. 
- I can explain why all the roles in 

plays were played by men. 

- I can explain how violence might be used 
in a family. 

- I can explain who had the authority within 
a family. 

- I can explain how women were seen as 
inferior in a family. 

- I can explain how life for women in a 
family was different than from the men.  

- I can comment on what upper class 
parents were like. 

- I can define the term ‘wet nurse’. 

- I can name several forms of 
entertainment that the Elizabethans 

enjoyed.  
- I can explain why Londoners drank so 

much ale. 
- I can name several things that could be 

found in the Thames. 
- I can name 5 adjectives that describe the 

streets of London during Elizabethan 
times. 

- I can comment on what life in London 
was like in Elizabethan times. 

- I know 5 words associated with ‘The 
Globe’. 
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Which quotes am I memorising?  ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 

Theme: Love Theme: Conflict Theme: Peace Theme: Violence 

    

Theme: Religion Theme: Youth Theme: Death 
Theme: Parental 

relationships 

    

Theme: Fate Theme: Youth Theme: Appearances Theme: Pace / speed 
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Which quotes am I memorising?  ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 

Character: Romeo  Character: Juliet 
Character: Romeo 

about Juliet 
Character: Juliet about 

Romeo 

    

Character: Tybalt Character: Mercutio Character: Nurse 
Character: Friar 

Lawrence 

    

Character: Prince 
Escalus 

Character: Capulets Character: Montagues Character: Men fighting 
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Romeo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjectives to describe him: 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Key quotes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If this was the question, which 3 points would you make in your exam? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What themes could you link him to? 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiA_aP3nozYAhVJVxQKHVqNCtYQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/521784306798580887/&psig=AOvVaw2BhBElF0Nj6JnzWoTuQqTJ&ust=1513434949995166
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Juliet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjectives to describe her: 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Key quotes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If this was the question, which 3 points would you make in your exam? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What themes could you link her to? 
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Mercutio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjectives to describe him: 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Key quotes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If this was the question, which 3 points would you make in your exam? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What themes could you link him to? 
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Tybalt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjectives to describe him: 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Key quotes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If this was the question, which 3 points would you make in your exam? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What themes could you link him to? 
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Prince 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjectives to describe him: 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Key quotes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If this was the question, which 3 points would you make in your exam? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What themes could you link him to? 

 

 



15 
 

Friar Lawrence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjectives to describe him: 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Key quotes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If this was the question, which 3 points would you make in your exam? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What themes could you link him to? 
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Nurse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjectives to describe her: 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Key quotes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If this was the question, which 3 points would you make in your exam? 

 

 

 

 

 

What themes could you link her to? 
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Lord and Lady Capulet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjectives to describe 

them: 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Key quotes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If this was the question, which 3 points would you make in your exam? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What themes could you link them to? 
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Lord and Lady Montague 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjectives to describe 

them: 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Key quotes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If this was the question, which 3 points would you make in your exam? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What themes could you link them to? 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwie_6ntsZbYAhWKI8AKHQxCBjsQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/404338872773199406/&psig=AOvVaw0Z3jYiGNparR1VlQfIYVmT&ust=1513783690958922
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Plot – levels of tension - ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
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Explore how Shakespeare presents the 
role of fate. 

Explore how Shakespeare presents the 
relationships between men and women. 

Quotation:  Quotation:  

Subject terminology:  Subject terminology:  

Analysis: Analysis: 

Zoom: Zoom: 

Link to context: Link to context: 
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The big Romeo and Juliet Quiz or… So, you thought you knew the play? 

Act 1 
1. Finish the quotation: ‘Parting is such sweet sorrow...’ 

2. Finish the quotation: ‘Romeo, Romeo...’ 

3. Finish the quotation: ‘My only love, sprung...’ 

4. Finish the quotation: ‘Did my heart love till now...’ 

5. In what city does the play take place? 

6. Why were the nurse and Juliet so close to each other? 

7. Why does Romeo go to the party at the Capulets house?  

8. Where do the two star crossed lovers confess their love for 

each other? 

9. Which character was Romeo’s best friend and cousin? 

10. Name Romeo’s other friend 

11. Why are Romeo and Juliet called ‘star-crossed lovers’? 

12. Where does Romeo commit suicide? 

13. On what day Romeo and Juliet meet? 

Act 2 
14. Similarly to Act 1, there is a prologue at the start of Act 2 – 

What does it say? 

15. How do Juliet’s views on ‘time passing’ change? 

16. Who does Juliet send to inform Romeo about marriage 

arrangements? 

17. Who has light sexual banter with the Nurse? 

18. Give 2 reasons why Benvolio is key to the plot 

19. In which scene does the Friar first appear? 

Act 3 
20. What does Mercutio say to Tybalt that is considered rude 
and disrespectful? 
21. Mercutio’s death is seen as the _________ _____ in the 
play. 
22. Why won’t Romeo fight Tybalt in Act 3 Scene 1? 
23. What causes Tybalt to want to fight Romeo? 
 
Act 4 
24. Who first discovers Juliet when she fakes her death? 
25. How does Juliet fake her death? 
  
Act 5 
26. Who said this? “Have patience” 
27. What is the turning point in act 5?  
28. Who says they will put up a gold statue at the end of the 
play? 
29. Apart from Romeo and Juliet who dies in act 5? 
30. Who was the last person Romeo killed in act 5? 
  
31.  Why didn’t Romeo get the letter from Friar Lawrence 
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Character 
or theme 

Evidence 
Quotation 

 

Point 
Language 

technique or 
word type 

Explain 
Why has that technique been 

chosen? 

Zoom 
Single word analysis 

 

Link to context 
Contextual factors that have 
affected the writer’s choices 
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Read the following scene and answer the 
question below 

Extract from Act3, Scene 5: Lord Capulet 
tells Juliet that she must marry Paris 

 

LORD CAPULET  

But, as you will not wed, I'll pardon you: 
Graze where you will you shall not house 
with me: 
Look to't, think on't, I do not use to jest. 
Thursday is near; lay hand on heart, advise: 
An you be mine, I'll give you to my friend; 
And you be not, hang, beg, starve, die in 
the streets, 
For, by my soul, I'll ne'er acknowledge thee, 
Nor what is mine shall never do thee good: 
Trust to't, bethink you; I'll not be forsworn. 

Exit 

JULIET  

Is there no pity sitting in the clouds, 
That sees into the bottom of my grief? 
O, sweet my mother, cast me not away! 
Delay this marriage for a month, a week; 
Or, if you do not, make the bridal bed 
In that dim monument where Tybalt lies. 

LADY CAPULET  

Talk not to me, for I'll not speak a word: 
Do as thou wilt, for I have done with thee. 

Exit 

Starting with this extract how does 

Shakespeare present ideas about parental 

relationships in ‘Romeo and Juliet’? 

You should write about: 

 How Shakespeare presents Lord and 

Lady Capulet and their relationship 

with Juliet in this extract 

 How Shakespeare presents parental 

relationships throughout the play 
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Start by PLANNING: 

What does Shakespeare tell us overall about parents and their children?  
What is his message? 

 
 

 
 
 

What other parts of the play can I write about? 
(Try to include quotes and also think about any whether any of the 

quotes you remember use methods) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How can I link these ideas to context? 
(What were parent/child relationships like at this time? Why?) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THEN 
Go to the extract: What quotes will you use that link to parental relationships 

 
Highlight these on the extract itself. 

 
Annotate the methods you can find in these quotes 

 
Underline SINGLE WORDS you will analyse and name the word type 

 
Can you link any of these to the other parts of the play you want to write about, or to the contextual ideas you have considered 
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Where in the play is each of these demonstrated? 
(try to come up with 2 or 3 scenes/moments for each) 

Romeo’s loving / 
romantic nature 

The experience of 
women in the 

Elizabethan era 

Violence overcoming 
reason 

Themes that are 
introduced in the 

Prologue 

Juxtaposition Metaphor Celestial imagery Symbolism 

Links to the bible A turning point 
A link to the 

Prologue 
Poor parenting 

Physical conflict Emotional conflict Dominance Prince’s authority 

The nurse’s decisions 
Friar Lawrence’s 

decisions 
Juliet’s lack of power Patriarchy 

Toxic idea of 
masculinity 

The moment a 
character changes 

Two characters 
contrasting each 

other 

Two things in 
opposition 

Oxymoron Religious imagery Youthful lust Romantic love 
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Metaphor Tybalt 
“My only love 

sprung from my 
only hate”  

Juliet 

Violence Romeo 
“these violent 
delights have 
violent ends” 

Elizabethan 
times  

Nurse 
“parting is such 
sweet sorrow” 

 

Youth Religion  Lord Capulet Blame Mercutio 

Friar Lawrence Relationships Prince 

 

Lady Montague 

“Peace. I hate 
the word, as I 
hate hell, all 

Montagues, and 
thee” 

Lord Montague 

“Throw your 
mistemper’d 

weapons to the 
ground” 

Hate Context  
“a plague on both 

your houses” 
 

Decisions 
 

Speed Lady Capulet Juxtaposition  
“O brawling 

love! O loving 
hate!” 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj_74HgluDQAhWHXRQKHV1xDI4QjRwIBw&url=https://www.emaze.com/@AILCRZOI/Hamlet-Act-4&psig=AFQjCNGRCMI5hADK8ktZCA2VD4vNbE4N7g&ust=1481134665150708
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi6pL62muDQAhVExxQKHfHCBZIQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartbest.com/symbols-for-man-and-woman&bvm=bv.140496471,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNGMjm6RYiRw3Ot5BSZc_New8-ZDFQ&ust=1481135647072472
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiM9Krll-DQAhVHxxQKHaAHCtgQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartkid.com/kissing-lips-black-and-white-cliparts/&bvm=bv.140496471,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNEQCGHf-UCcDfqbqsOyMhyudj-ZLg&ust=1481134933347588
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi88LmTl-DQAhVHPBQKHWXlBioQjRwIBw&url=http://www.thepeoplesassembly.org.uk/newsletter_2sep&bvm=bv.140496471,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNFnFGi4cHgDKg4LyICW72mwGKbtYw&ust=1481134730111397
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Glossary- higher grade subject terminology 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ 

Onslaught 
Savagery 
Tumult 

Compulsion 
Bloodshed  
Mirrored 
Reflected 
Echoed 

Superiority 
Parallel 

Propulsion  
Momentum  

Repercussion 
Typify 

Supremacy 
Embodies 

Characterise 
Repetitive 
Antithesis 
Velocity 

Animosity 
Antagonistic 

Contradictory 
Haste  

Enmity 
Ire 

Indignant 
Resentful 
Infuriated 
Reversal 

Permeated 
Domination  
Coordinates 

Prestige 
Ascendency  

Rapidity 
 

Analytical verbs 

Depict 
Portray 

Characterise 
Illustrate 
Delineate 
Interpret 

Highlight 
Illuminate 
Emphasise 

Embody 
Typify 

Personify 

Exhibit 
Exemplify 
Express 

Demonstrate 
Epitomise 
Establish 
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 ‘A Christmas Carol’  

I could not tell you anything about this I could tell you about this if given a prompt  I could tell you about this now 

CONTEXT 
   CHARACTERS 

   THEMES    
I can explain the conventions of the 

Gothic genre and how Dickens has used 
them. 

   
I can use adjectives to describe each of the 

characters. 

   
Isolation: I can explain how Scrooge is isolated at 

the start. 

   

I know how facts about Dickens’ family 
influenced ‘A Christmas Carol’. 

   I can describe the differences between Scrooge and 
Fred. 

   Poverty: I can explain the way that Scrooge 
treats the poor at the start. 

   

I can define what a debtor’s prison is. 
   I can describe the differences between Scrooge and 

Fezziwig. 
   Time: I can identify how time is shown at the 

start of each stave. 
   

I can explain what happened to Dickens’ 
father. 

   
I can explain why Scrooge and Belle broke up. 

   Family: I can describe the family relationships in 
the novella. 

   

I know the impact poverty had on 
Dickens’ childhood. 

   I understand Marley’s role and what he might 
represent. 

   Choices: I can how the choices made by different 
characters impact how happy they are. 

   

I know what London was like in the 
Victorian era. 

   
I know where the Ghost of Christmas Past takes 

Scrooge. 

   Supernatural: I can describe the way that 
Scrooge becomes more fearful as the novella 

progresses. 

   

I know what attitudes to the poor were 
in the Victorian era. 

   
I know where the Ghost of Present takes Scrooge. 

   Supernatural: I understand the importance of 
the supernatural. 

   

I can explain what life was like for poor 
people in Victorian London. 

   I can explain what Ignorance and Want might 
represent. 

   Supernatural: I can describe how the ghosts 
affect Scrooge. 

   

I can explain the Poor Laws. 
   I know where the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come 

takes Scrooge. 
   Time/Transformation: I can explain why time is 

an important factor in Scrooge’s transformation. 
   

I know what like was like in the 
workhouses. 

   I can describe the relationship between the 
Cratchits. 

   Transformation/Memories: I understand the 
importance of Scrooge’s memories. 

   

I know what Malthus’ political opinions 
were. 

   I can explain what Scrooge is like at the start and I 
can explore why. 

   Transformation: I can describe the differences 
between Scrooge and other characters. 

   

I can explain the reasons why Dickens 
might have written the novella. 

   
I can explain what Scrooge is like at the end and I 

can explore why. 

   Transformation/Forgiveness: I can explain the 
ways in which Scrooge has changed by the end 

of the novella. 
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Which quotes am I memorising?  ‘A Christmas Carol’  

Theme: Social 
class 

Theme: Isolation 
Theme: 

Supernatural 

Theme: 
Philanthropy / 

charity 

Theme: Change / 
transformation 

     

Theme: Time Theme: Family  Theme: Fear Theme: Society The Setting 
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Which quotes am I memorising?  ‘A Christmas Carol’  

Characters: Scrooge at the start 
Characters: Scrooge in the 

middle 
Characters: Scrooge at the end 

   

Characters: Marley Characters: Belle Characters: Fezziwig 

   

Characters: Ghost of Christmas 
Past 

Character: Ghost of Christmas 
Present 

Character: Ghost of Christmas 
Yet to Come 

   

Characters: Tiny Tim Characters: The Cratchits Characters: Fred 
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CONTEXTUAL 

FACTORS 

Dickens’ life Dickens’ political views 

Other novels written by Dickens 

Social class and poverty in Victorian times 

Victorian London Workhouses 

The Poor Laws 
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Plot – ‘A Christmas Carol’ 

Stave 1 Stave 2 Stave 3 

Stave 4 Stave 5  
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Scrooge- at the start 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjectives to describe 

them: 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Key quotes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write sentences about Scrooge at the start containing the following words: 

1. Embodies 

2. Epitomises 

3. Exemplifies 

 

 

What themes could you link them to? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjs74KihtXaAhXCUBQKHaCaDWwQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://www.mercurynews.com/2017/12/15/bah-humbug-whos-the-best-scrooge-on-film-and-tv/&psig=AOvVaw0hSfzUpaT-PSdtSoVSGCGE&ust=1524732736535604
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Scrooge- as he is changing  
(staves 2, 3 + 4) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjectives to describe 

them: 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Key quotes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write sentences about Scrooge as he changes containing the following words: 

1. Doubtful 

2. Apprehensive 

3. Uncertainty   

 

 

 

What themes could you link them to? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjHxcXghtXaAhWEuhQKHeTOBzgQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://mises.org/wire/was-scrooge-victim-christmas-carol&psig=AOvVaw0hSfzUpaT-PSdtSoVSGCGE&ust=1524732736535604
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Scrooge- at the end 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjectives to describe 

them: 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Key quotes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write sentences about Scrooge at the end containing the following words: 

1. Transformed 

2. Mirrors  

3. Comprehended  

 

 

What themes could you link them to? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiAhKX0htXaAhUGrRQKHQrOB3cQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://lvs.westernacademy.net/2014/12/&psig=AOvVaw0I-ZTxxlyPwlyYtgd44Hnd&ust=1524732913490063
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Marley 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjectives to describe 

them: 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Key quotes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write sentences about the Ghost of Christmas Past containing the following words: 

1. Shackled  

2. Enslaved 

3. Establishes  

 

 

 

 

 

What themes could you link them to? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjmqaTCidXaAhVG8RQKHay3BX4QjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://www.junkfed.com/being-jacob-marley/&psig=AOvVaw2lKCtmssPQqGSVVw9hFMRB&ust=1524733592928302
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Ghost of Christmas Past 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjectives to describe 

them: 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Key quotes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write sentences about the Ghost of Christmas Past containing the following words: 

1. Symbolise 

2. Conducts  

3. Vulnerability 

 

 

 

What themes could you link them to? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiXioayh9XaAhXKtxQKHXz6AwIQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://www.cedmagic.com/featured/christmas-carol/1992-mupp-past.html&psig=AOvVaw3YEvlAXoly5D4XQv_0MFKS&ust=1524733040632987
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Ghost of Christmas Present 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjectives to describe 

them: 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Key quotes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write sentences about the Ghost of Christmas Present containing the following words: 

1. Embodies 

2. Highlights 

3. Escalates  

 

 

What themes could you link them to? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwifwISxiNXaAhWD7RQKHf6RC8cQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://www.artflakes.com/en/products/the-ghost-of-christmas-present&psig=AOvVaw13YbHbIgQFg8Rxp4eIgrnm&ust=1524733310984467
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Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjectives to describe 

them: 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Key quotes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write sentences about the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come containing the following words: 

1. Voicelessly  

2. Sombre 

3. Shadows  

 

 

What themes could you link them to? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiUz7XMiNXaAhUKVRQKHW0ICIMQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://www.cedmagic.com/featured/christmas-carol/1984-xmas-future.html&psig=AOvVaw3o_wi8zuxDcNQsZ0_iwbkY&ust=1524733359958448
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Nephew Fred 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjectives to describe 

them: 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Key quotes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write sentences about Fred containing the following words: 

1. Exposes 

2. Mocks 

3. Questions 

 

 

What themes could you link them to? 
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Belle 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjectives to describe 

them: 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Key quotes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write sentences about Belle containing the following words: 

1. Greed 

2. Yearning 

3. Regretful  

 

 

 

What themes could you link them to? 
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Tiny Tim 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjectives to describe 

them: 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Key quotes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write sentences about Tiny Tim containing the following words: 

1. Symbolises 

2. Reflects 

3. Vulnerability 

 

 

What themes could you link them to? 
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The Cratchits 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjectives to describe 

them: 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Key quotes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write sentences about Tiny Tim containing the following words: 

1. Antithesis  

2. Collectively 

3. Content  

 

 

What themes could you link them to? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj7iu2ridXaAhVCwBQKHYjlAqkQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/398357529523192698/&psig=AOvVaw08tobqQ6p34db705sLez19&ust=1524733561888824


44 
 

Where in the novella is each of these demonstrated?  (try to come up with 2 or 3 scenes/moments for each) 

Dark imagery Pathetic fallacy Metaphor Juxtaposing ideas 

Religious imagery Philanthropy Emotional conflict Personification 

Monosyllabism Anaphora Repetition Contrasts 

Aural / sound imagery Parallel Verbs Abstract noun 

Lists Adjectives Adverbs Description 

 

Single word quotes from each stave of ‘A Christmas Carol’ 
Stave 1 Stave 2 Stave 3 Stave 4 Stave 5 

Dead Tight-fisted Sinner
 Cold Froze 

Shrivelled  Bleak
 Fog  

Cloud Obscuring Sternly
 Growled
 Ominous 

Alone Labours Bell Struck
 Misanthropic 

Muttered Melancholy
 Dark Shadow 

Terrified Echoes Bitter
 Fragments Dread 

Phantom Spectre
 Trembled Chain

 Heavily 
Haunted Faltering
 Fear Mist  
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Link each extract to 3 other moments of the novella 

Setting Supernatural Relationships 

Stave 5: Running to the window, he opened it, 
and put out his head.  No fog, no mist; clear, 

bright, jovial, stirring, cold; cold, piping for the 
blood to dance to; Golden sunlight; Heavenly 

sky; sweet fresh air; merry bells.  Oh, 
glorious.  Glorious! 

Stave 2: To his great astonishment the heavy bell 
went on from six to seven, and from seven to 

eight, and regularly up to twelve; then stopped. 
Twelve. It was past two when he went to bed. 
The clock was wrong. An icicle must have got 

into the works. Twelve. 

Stave 3: Then all the Cratchit family drew round 
the hearth, 
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Explore how Scrooge’s transformation is 
used in the novella. 

Explore how Dickens uses family 
relationships in the novella. 

Quotation:  Quotation:  

Subject terminology:  Subject terminology:  

Analysis: Analysis: 

Zoom: Zoom: 

Link to context: Link to context: 
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Analyse your key quotes - ‘A Christmas Carol’ 
(emotions; connotations; underlying meanings; synonyms; links) 
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Charles Dickens: ‘A Christmas Carol’ 

Read the following extract from Stave 1 and then answer the question that follows.  

At the start of the novella, Scrooge and Bob Cratchit are at work.  Scrooge’s nephew, Fred, arrives to wish Scrooge a happy Christmas.  Soon after this extract takes place, 
two charity workers enter. 

Q2 Starting with this extract, explore 
how Dickens presents Scrooge’s 
relationships with other characters in ‘A 
Christmas Carol’. 

You could write about:  

• How Dickens uses language to present Scrooge’s 

relationship with Bob Cratchit and / or Fred in this extract. 

• How Dickens uses language to present Scrooge’s 

relationships with any other characters in the novella. 

• How Dickens uses language to explore the differences 

between Scrooge and other characters in the novella.                       
     [30 marks 

 

 

 

 

 

The door of Scrooge's counting-house was open that he might keep his eye upon his clerk, 

who in a dismal little cell beyond, a sort of tank, was copying letters. Scrooge had a very 

small fire, but the clerk's fire was so very much smaller that it looked like one coal. But he 

couldn't replenish it, for Scrooge kept the coal-box in his own room; and so surely as the 

clerk came in with the shovel, the master predicted that it would be necessary for them 

to part. Wherefore the clerk put on his white comforter, and tried to warm himself at the 

candle; in which effort, not being a man of a strong imagination, he failed.  

``A merry Christmas, uncle! God save you!'' cried a cheerful voice. It was the voice of 

Scrooge's nephew, who came upon him so quickly that this was the first intimation he 

had of his approach.  

``Bah!'' said Scrooge, ``Humbug!''  

He had so heated himself with rapid walking in the fog and frost, this nephew of Scrooge's, 

that he was all in a glow; his face was ruddy and handsome; his eyes sparkled, and his 

breath smoked again.  

``Christmas a humbug, uncle!'' said Scrooge's nephew. ``You don't mean that, I am sure.''  

``I do,'' said Scrooge. ``Merry Christmas! What right have you to be merry? what reason 

have you to be merry? You're poor enough.''  

``Come, then,'' returned the nephew gaily. ``What right have you to be dismal? what 

reason have you to be morose? You're rich enough.''  

Scrooge having no better answer ready on the spur of the moment, said, ``Bah!'' again; 

and followed it up with ``Humbug.''  

 

 

10 

15 

5 
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 ‘A Christmas Carol’ 

2019 Chapter 1 Marley- Explore how Dickens uses the ghosts to help Scrooge change his attitudes and behaviour. 
2018 Chapter 4 Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come enters- Starting with this extract, explore how Dickens presents Scrooge’s fears. 

2017 Chapter 3 Cratchit Christmas meal- Starting with this extract, explore how Dickens uses the Cratchit family to show the 
struggles of the poor. 

 

Charles 
Dickens 

Pathetic 
fallacy 

Charity Poverty  Regret Tiny Tim 

 
Workhouses  “Phantom” Memories 

 
Rule of 3 

Ghost of 
Christmas Yet 

to Come 

Social 
responsibility 

Light 
symbolism 

Fezziwig 
Man’s 

children 
Scrooge 

Fear Fog 
Ghost of 

Christmas 
Past 

Juxtaposition Isolation  
 

“cold” Bob Cratchit Workhouses Family  Victorian era Change  

Marley’s 
ghost  

Simile 
 

Fred  
‘God Bless Us 

Everyone’ 
Belle 
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http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjlnKbLneDQAhVJPBoKHdX2DR8QjRwIBw&url=http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/33600/33609/clock-12-15_33609.htm&psig=AFQjCNECFYDmRggjSCAg-9P7fLQWVSZK7w&ust=1481136494744366
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjNmcuUnuDQAhUJWBoKHfC_Db4QjRwIBw&url=http://clipartsign.com/image/23183/&bvm=bv.140496471,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNEg-6C_tmx6Ht0ERFjMTCiMckljFg&ust=1481136654467741
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Challenge tasks (grades 8 + 9) 

a) Read an article from the ‘wider reading booklet’ (available from your teacher) 
related to ‘Romeo and Juliet’. 

b) Read an article from the ‘wider reading booklet’ (available from your teacher) 
related to ‘A Christmas Carol’. 

c) 52 minutes – answer one of the questions on page 20 (‘Romeo and Juliet’).  
d) 52 minutes – answer one of the questions on page 47 (‘A Christmas Carol’). 
e) Create a plot map of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ that shows the metaphors that are used 

throughout the play. 
f) Create a plot map of ‘A Christmas Carol’ that shows the metaphors that are used 

throughout the novella.  
g) ‘Perceptive’ – Perceptive points are the ones that make the marker say ‘oooooh’ 

because they are so clever and insightful.  Most will involve metaphorically linking one 
thing in the text to another – perhaps linking a contextual factor, the writer’s political 
view or something in wider society to the precise language the writer uses, and 
exploring the ways in which they mirror each other.  For each of the characters and 
themes, come up with a ‘perceptive’ point.   
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Homework tasks 
Task 
no. 

Date Task Completed? 

1  Complete the red / amber / green self-assessment on pages 5, 6 and 7.  At the bottom of 
page 5, write down what the 3 most important things that you need to revise are.  

2  Create a mind map of the information you find out from researching page 7.  30mins.  

3  Fill in pages 8 and 9 with the quotes that you are choosing to memorise – you must have 
3+ things to say about each quotation.  

4  Create revision cards from the quotes on pages 8 + 9.  Put the quote on the front and the 
analysis of the quote on the back (3+ interpretations).  

5  Fill in pages 10 – 18 using your exercise book and notes to help you.  

6  Complete the plot graph on page 19.  You must plot the action of Acts 1 – 5, and decide 
how far about the ‘tension’ graph each of these events should go.  

7  Plan the exam questions on page 20.  You may wish to use your own format.  
8  Complete the quiz on page 21.  

9  Page 22.  Plan your analysis of key quotations - Choose 3 quotations from ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’.  Fill in the grid. 30mins.  

10  
Page 23: Highlight the key words in the extract.  Annotate the extract as you would in the 
exam.  Label important word types and language techniques. Annotate 3 key quotes with 

effects, emotions, connotations etc.  10 minutes.   
Page 24: Plan the answer for this question. 10 - 15mins. 
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11  Create a mind map from the subject terminology on page 25 and the revision grid on page 
26.  Include events and quotes in your mind map.  20 mins.  

12  Write 6 sentences using any of the subject terminology on page 27.  10 mins.  
‘A Christmas Carol’ 

13  Complete the red / amber / green self-assessment on page 28.  At the bottom write down 
what the 3 most important things that you need to revise are.  

14  Fill in pages 29 and 30 with the quotes that you are choosing to memorise – you must 
have 3+ things to say about each quotation.  

15  Page 31- Use the internet to research contextual factors.  You may wish to use a different 
format.  

16  Storyboard the events of each stave on page 32.  You may wish to use a different format.  
17  Fill in pages 33 – 43 using your exercise book and notes to help you.  
18  Page 44. Find 5 key single word quotes from staves 2 – 4 that you could use in your exam 

answer.  

19  Use pages 44 and 49 to create a mind map that links all of the elements of ‘A Christmas 
Carol’.  Colour code it by quotes, subject terminology, contextual factors and analysis.  45 

mins. 

 

20  Complete page 45 by linking each extract to 3 other moments/events in the novella.  
21  Plan the exam questions on pages 46 and 48.  You may wish to use your own format.  
22  Choose 6 key quotes and write them on to page 47.  Analyse each quote around it with 

interpretations, emotions, effects, connotations etc.  

 


