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Dear Parents and Carers     Update from the Head, Friday 7th May 

As we move past the mid-point of this first summer half-term our Year 11 and 13 students continue to show great 
stoicism in their approach to the important assessments that we are doing. Schools have been set the invidious 
task of balancing the external demands of rigour, significant evidence, maintenance of standards and consistency, 
whilst ensuring equality, fairness and consideration for all that students have gone through in the past 15 months. 
We will continue to minimise demands and support students over these last three weeks but, as ever, should you 
have any concerns or need support then please do contact your child’s Tutor.  

Our Duke of Edinburgh students are, once again, pounding the footpaths of West Dorset this weekend as they 
undertake their final expedition assessments for Bronze and Silver Awards. The fine weather today should give 
them a good start, but a wet Saturday will make this a challenging second day; good luck to them all.  

We have now distributed further supplies of seven LFD tests to all our students. This will ensure that they can all 
continue with their twice weekly testing. Further guidance is due to be published on any changes to Covid 
restrictions from May 17th next week; we will update you on this as soon as we know more. In the meantime, please 
would you ensure that all students have a mask/face covering and a spare with them at all times as we have 
growing number requesting one from our limited supplies.   

Students may have been aware that we had an intruder on site today who was quickly identified and escorted 
away. I am happy to confirm and reassure you that the police picked the young man up and are now dealing with 
the matter.  

Throughout this challenging year I have been fortunate to have the support of an experienced and knowledgeable 
Governing Body to help me steer the school through these choppy waters! Their role is often overlooked, but their 
counsel and pragmatism have been essential in ensuring that we have met all the many government guidelines, 
and kept the school not just buoyant, but moving forwards. Therefore, I would like to particularly pass on my sincere 
thanks to Lynne Humphries, Judith Brazier and Jill Forster who are stepping down after many years’ service to 
the Governing Body; we will miss their insight, perception and challenge as well as their good humour. I 
congratulate Mrs Harding on being elected as a new staff Governor, and Miss Patten has also been co-opted. With 
Parent Governor elections due in September I do hope that some of you will consider joining us in the near future.   

Enjoy the, shorter, weekend whilst we all await further information on the government roadmap out of lockdown. 

Mr Hales 

Important Note: This ParentMail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual 
or entity to whom they are addressed. Disclosing, copying or distributing the contents is strictly prohibited without prior 
permission from the school. If you have received this email in error, please notify office@beaminster.dorset.sch.uk 
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