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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Update from the Head, Friday 26th February, 
including details of the wider opening of school from the week beginning March 8th 

This has certainly been a week of educational announcements starting with the Prime Minister's Roadmap on 
Monday, Covid catch-up plans on Tuesday, and a final decision on examination grading for this summer, 
yesterday. Therefore, I will take them in that order and try to set out how we are meeting these challenges. 

The return of all pupils to Beaminster School in the week beginning March 8th.  

We are really looking forward to welcoming back all the students in an orderly and safe manner. Due to the huge 
logistical complications of managing the mass COVID testing of the whole school community, the need to 
minimise the anxiety amongst students, and reduce the mixing of students on school buses until all students have 
been tested, this is best done through a phased return.  

This also provides adequate time to undertake the asymptomatic testing in a calm and methodical manner, where 
we can train the students to undertake the testing they will need to do at home in a couple of weeks, and ensure 
all procedures and routines identified are clearly communicated.  

Students in Years 7-11 will be expected to return to school for one day, on the dates below, and continue to 
undertake online learning and ‘Live’ lessons at other times, until the full return of all students on Friday March 
12th.   

Sixth Form students will spend Tuesday morning on their home site before recommencing classroom lessons in 
the afternoon.  They should then attend school as normal, including lessons at Colfox, for the rest of the week. 

  On School Site Online Learning: At Home 

Monday March 8th Staff Training Day Year 12 and 13 only 
Tuesday March 9th Years 11, 12 & 13 Years 7, 8, 9 & 10 
Wednesday March 10th Years 9, 10, 12 & 13 Years 7, 8 & 11 
Thursday March 11th Years 7, 8, 12 &13 Years 9, 10 & 11 
Friday March 12th  ALL students and staff None 

All bus routes will be running as normal and we will be continuing with the current school timetable where 
school finishes at 3.15pm. 

Detailed information regarding the asymptomatic testing programme at Beaminster School will be sent out next 
week.   

In addition to our normal system of controls, face coverings must be worn by all staff and pupils in all indoor 
communal areas where social distancing cannot easily be maintained; when moving around the premises outside of 
classrooms or teaching spaces, such as in corridors and communal areas. Alongside this, and for a limited period, 
the Government are requiring the use of face coverings in classrooms and other teaching spaces. Please 
remember that face coverings are mandatory on all school buses. Where a child is exempt from wearing a face 
covering, as set out in Government guidance, please confirm this with the school office as soon as possible so that 
we can provide the student with a recognised lanyard.    

During the first week back there will be no canteen service so students will be required to bring their own drinks 
bottle, snacks and lunch requirements. 
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It has been several months since school uniform was last worn, so please do check sizes as soon as possible. If 
you require any new uniform please contact our uniform suppliers: www.kitzuk.co.uk/shop/ They are currently able 
to respond to orders in just a few days – and don’t forget, today is the last day for ordering any Year 11 Leavers’ 
hoodies! 

Finally, and as ever, anyone experiencing new COVID-19 like symptoms must not attend, including where a family 
member at home has symptoms. Please inform the school immediately if this is the case.  

Covid Catch-up Plans 

The Government has announced a £700m education support package for England which should result in the 
school receiving an additional £12,000. This includes a one-off £302m "recovery premium" for state primary and 
secondary schools to boost summer schooling, clubs and activities, £200m to fund face-to-face secondary summer 
schools, and an expanded national tutoring programme for primary, secondary and college students worth up to 
£200m. 

All of this funding is welcomed, and I look forward to seeing the detail in due course. However, schools are best 
placed to decide on how this money is spent, so it does seem disappointing that it has been salami-sliced to such 
an extent where it may reduce its effectiveness. We know that well-resourced, longer term planning has the most 
impact; great teaching and learning in the classroom, targeted academic support and bespoke interventions 
alongside wider strategies to support attendance and strong social and emotional support.  

Plans for awarding GCSE, BTEC and A-Level grades this summer following the national consultation 

With GCSEs and A-levels cancelled because of the pandemic, schools will determine grades using a 
combination of mock exams, coursework and essays, exam regulator Ofqual said on Thursday. 

Given the huge learning disparity across the country, and the cancellation of the summer examinations back in 
January, the proposals put forward are the best that can be done at this difficult time. Unlike last year, student 
achievement will thankfully not be limited by a flawed algorithm, but will be based on the standard at which the 
student is working, assessed only on the content that they have been taught. 

It is the right decision to give schools the flexibility over the assessments they use, including whether or not to use 
assessments provided by the exam boards. This flexibility is important, because students will have been affected to 
greatly varying extents by the pandemic, and their teachers are best placed to know how to assess them fairly on 
the basis of the content they have covered to sufficient depth.  

Additionally, the exam boards will provide support materials, training and undertake moderation and quality 
assurance to ensure that grades are fair and consistent across the country. Again, we look forward to seeing further 
detail, including around how the appeals process will work.                        
  
Finally, do be assured that we are well placed to meet all these challenges and, as always, all of us at Beaminster 
School will be here to help you, and your child, navigate a clear and positive route back into the classroom.  

Take care, keep in touch and stay safe.      

Mr Hales 

Important Note: This ParentMail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual 
or entity to whom they are addressed. Disclosing, copying or distributing the contents is strictly prohibited without prior 
permission from the school. If you have received this email in error, please notify office@beaminster.dorset.sch.uk 
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