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Dear Parents and Carers – Update from the Head, Friday 25th September 2020 

As the Autumnal equinox passes and the evenings cool significantly, I wanted to pass on my best wishes 
to the Beaminster students who have their practice Duke of Edinburgh Gold expedition this weekend. 
Charlie Smith, Harvey Harding, Oleg Megger, Saffron Stone and Hugo Mitchelson have all completed 
many hours of sporting activity, training and service to get to this point, so I am sure that they will cope 
admirably with whatever the conditions are. 

ClassCharts has certainly proved its worth over the last six months and we are now pleased to be able 
to provide additional information about your child’s time with us, in school. From Monday, you will be able 
to see a more detailed breakdown in the behaviour section of ClassCharts. This will enable you to 
celebrate the positive behaviours awarded, as well as get an early opportunity to speak with your child 
about any areas that need improving. Attendance data will also be updated overnight to show the 
previous day’s information.  

It is essential that ALL parents/carers as well as students, are able to log in to ClassCharts and should 
have received their own, separate log in details. Should a year group bubble ever need to go into 
lockdown, ClassCharts will be used to set work for students enabling them to keep up with their studies, 
so please do check that you can access ClassCharts, or let us know if you have any issues via the usual 
dedicated ClassCharts help email: homehelp@beaminster.dorset.sch.uk 

Following on from yesterday’s ParentMail regarding the introduction of face coverings in corridors 
from Monday, I did want to clarify that plain or simply patterned face masks are fine as long as they 
are not of the novelty type. In addition to face masks, now that the weather has cooled, all students also 
need to ensure they bring their (clearly named) school coats with them, every day. 

We have had a few parents who are still unsure about the rules for when it is necessary for the 
household to self-isolate. Put simply: 

 ONLY those with COVID-19 symptoms should seek a test 
 the household should self-isolate until the test result is received 
 if the test is negative, as long as they are well enough, the student can return to school 

immediately.  

We have now circulated several different guides and information about symptoms and what to do, 
including helpline numbers, so please do refer to them. Copies are available on the school website, and 
the NHS Test and Trace Testing and Symptoms Guidance information is attached again, along with the 
NHS link below: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-
what-to-do/ 

With apologies, in last week’s Update the 24 hour Absence Line number was shown incorrectly – the 

correct Absence Line number is 01308 861917 and is available on all school headed paper, the school 

website and the Parent Handbook, please update your records. 
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Ms Ives and 9W would like to help our local food bank with their collections this winter. They are setting 
up a collection point in HU2 and would very much welcome donations of any tins or dry foods, 
particularly tinned fruit, sweetcorn, tomatoes and Fray Bentos tin pies, as well as shower gel, soap, 
deodorant and toilet roll, but NO perishables please. Please do support if you can and any items should 
be taken up to HU2 over the next few weeks. 

For information, we have been advised that all students who receive Free School Meals will remain 
eligible until at least 31st March 2022. 

One of the students delighted in telling me it is now 3 months until Christmas, and they already know 
what they want! With everything else that is going on around us, a focus on the normal and routine can 
seem surprisingly comforting. 

Enjoy the first Autumn weekend. 

Mr Hales 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


