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Dear Parents and Carers – Update from the Head, Friday 13th November 2020 

Alongside maintaining a safe environment for our students, we are determined to ensure that the school 
remains a vibrant, exciting, and reflective place to learn.  

This week has seen a plethora of activities and events and I am extremely grateful to our staff for making 
these happen. 

Year 9 enjoyed a packed day of science and technology with “Wonderstruck”. The Science Show 
reinforced a number of key scientific principles along with some amazing, and loud, demonstrations! The 
students then undertook workshops based around rockets and fan-powered cars before challenging each 
other to the longest distance travelled. You can see some of these activities on our Facebook page.   

We have been delighted by the Year 11 response to the after school support on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays. With nearly half the year group attending across the two days, it is very reassuring for staff 
to see such early commitment from students to their GCSE examinations.  

Year 11s also gained a great deal from the online GCSE Science in Action Day on Thursday. The 
lectures and interactive activities by eminent scientists provided a real sense of the work undertaken. 
These varied from black holes to biological adaptation, with each one developing key GCSE content and 
shining a light on the many careers available across the scientific world.    

The students were a great credit to us all, on Wednesday, with their thoughtful participation in the virtual 
Remembrance Day assembly, and the 2 minute silence held at 11am. Throughout the difficult times 
during this pandemic, our understanding of the tragedy faced by those across two World Wars has surely 
deepened. Like them, we also look forward to better times ahead and know that our success will also 
depend on all of us remaining resolute and moving forwards, together.   

From Monday 16th November I am pleased to say that year groups will be allowed to use the 3G pitch for 
multi sports activities at lunchtime, on a rota basis in order to maintain their year group bubbles. Students 
will need to wear trainers if they wish to use it. 
 

Monday           Year 7 
Tuesday          Year 8 
Wednesday     Year 9  
Thursday         Year 10 
Friday              Year 11 

We finished the week in the good hands of our Year 7s, raising essential funds for Children in Need and 
the Air Ambulance today. As ever, students were very generous with their support, helping to contribute 
to the huge national effort. 

Literacy Week next week will be focusing on the essential skills involved in interpreting different writing 
styles. Departments are working with a number of classes to look at subject specific texts to help 
students recognise and understand their specific meaning. Please make sure that students have a 
reading book with them. 
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Finally, just to remind you that as we are not be able to hold our usual Academic Monitoring Day on 
Friday 20th November, next Friday is a normal teaching day. 

Have a good weekend. 

Mr Hales 
Headteacher 
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