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Dear Parents and Carers – Update from the Head, Friday 12th February 

At the end of this very aberrant half-term it seems appropriate to start with a quote by Isaac Marion: “We 
are where we are, however we got here. What matters is where we go next.” 

Whilst we await the government announcement on where, and when, we go next it seemed appropriate 
to include a short video message to put our current learning in context, and this can now be viewed on 
the Home page of the school website: www.beaminster.dorset.sch.uk There are contributions from Mr 
Withers with useful reminders on staying well, and from Mr Barnes about getting the most from our 
online learning. However, most importantly, I hope it is a reassuring message that we understand that 
this has been an incredibly taxing time for you all, and that we should all look forward to a well-
deserved break from home learning!  

Although some students have been in school in the last few weeks, the vast majority have stayed 
working at home in line with government guidance. Over the last few days our office staff have done a 
remarkable job making contact with every one of our families with students who have not been in 
school, just to check on how you are all doing and offer any help if needed. Your support and willingness 
to encourage our children has shone through, and I know that staff have really enjoyed speaking with 
you; I thank you all for your positive response and helpful feedback.  

PCSO Alex Bishop asked us to pass on his thanks to you all for your support in keeping our community 
safe. However, he did want to ask that you remind your children that they should not be gathering to 
play football or congregating in the Memorial Playing Fields; they can meet with just one other 
person from a different household.  

The deadline for ordering a Year 11 leavers’ hoodie is Friday 26th February. All orders must be made 
direct with our uniform suppliers, Kitz UK: Home (secure-decoration.com) 

Finally, whilst there are huge benefits offered to us all by communicating and learning online, we also 
recognise that the content and activities that children are accessing can be a concern. Therefore, the 
following government guidance on how to help keep your child safe is well worth a read: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-
online/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-parents-and-carers-to-keep-children-safe-online Dorset Police 
have also issued some useful information for Online Safety Day which can be found on the Letters page 
of the school website Beaminster School Letters and Information 

I wish you all a restful, and peaceful half-term. 
 
Take care and stay safe. 
 
Mr Hales 
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