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Dear Parents and Carers – Staggered Return to School in January 2021 
 
Following yesterday’s Government announcement about a staggered return for secondary schools in January, I 
wanted to write and clarify the reason for a staggered return, provide early information about coronavirus testing in 
schools, and the current plans that schools are being asked to implement. 
 
ONLY Year 11, 12 and 13 students should return on Tuesday 5th January. 
 
Secondary schools are being asked to set up and deliver a regular testing programme to test staff, close 
contacts of staff and students who test positive for the virus. This has huge logistical implications.  
 
The Government has decided that reducing the number of children in secondary schools for this first week back will 
enable schools to receive and prepare the resources, set up a safe testing site and initiate the necessary secure 
procedures.  
 
As many staff and secondary-age pupils as possible are to be offered two lateral flow device tests in the week 
commencing 5th January. Lateral flow antigen tests detect the presence or absence of coronavirus by applying a 
swab or saliva sample to the device’s absorbent pad. Trained staff will administer these tests in a designated 
on-site test area, with results provided in under 30 minutes.  
 
Participation is voluntary for the programme and active consent is required, though ALL STUDENTS will be 
expected to attend school from 11th January, regardless of whether a test has been undertaken. The students 
attending in the week commencing 5th January (Years 11, 12 and 13), and school staff, are prioritised for testing 
first.  
 
On Tuesday 5th January we expect ONLY Year 11, 12 and 13 students to attend school, along with any vulnerable 
children, or children of critical workers who cannot work effectively from home.  
 
All other students will work remotely from home, accessing their learning through ClassCharts and Teams. 
Importantly, students should stick to their regular timetable as staff will be ‘live’ on Teams to introduce the lesson 
and check on learning at the end of the lesson, wherever possible. However, ClassCharts will provide a clear 
overview of the lesson for those who may have any internet issues.  We will update our blended learning policy and 
share this with you at the beginning of January. 
 
Finally, I will contact you again on 4th January, when staff return to school, so we can appraise you of the 
Government updates that we will receive during the Christmas holidays, and whether the testing equipment has 
arrived, so please do look out for this. 
 
Mr Hales 
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