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Dear Parents and Carers Update from the Head, Friday 12th March 
 
It has been a real pleasure to welcome back all our students into school across this week. I know that Tutors 
have been delighted by the attendance and behaviour of students on their return, but also very encouraged to hear 
the excited chatter and willingness of the children to return to the classroom – long may that continue!  
 
I have also very much appreciated your support and patience with the necessary, but time-consuming, phased 
return, consent forms and NHS registration. This has allowed us to provide a calm and ordered return to school, 
where students have had time to re-integrate under the watchful eye of Tutors, and testing staff have been able to 
ensure that students have been fully trained on how to complete the Lateral Flow Device (LFD) testing at home and 
how to report their results. 
 
Students are now in the position where they will undertake two further rounds of testing in school over the next 
week, before receiving their kits ready for home-testing the following week. The planned timings are attached so 
that students can attend their normal timetabled lessons, with minimal disruption to their learning while the LFD 
testing takes place. The school will issue the home testing kits to all students once the in-school testing programme 
is complete. 
  
One of the positive aspects of home learning has been the independence and creativity that this has fostered in 
students. A lovely example came through from Mr Withers as part of his teaching on our local community, where 
Year 8 student, Frank Harding, seized on the frustration of ‘pot holes’ in the local area. As part of his project, 
Frank measured numerous pot holes, mapped them for easy identification and sent his report off to Dorset Council 
to make them aware. They were so impressed by his work and the clear presentation that they had the pot holes 
fixed within the week!   Well done Frank, a fantastic example of our Service ethos, and it really goes to show what a 
real difference just one person can make.  
 
Although it seems a long way ahead, Dorset Travel are contacting all Year 11 and post-16 students to inform 
them that they will need to re-apply for September transport by May 31st 2021. I would strongly encourage 
everyone to put in an application to secure a seat, even if they are not yet sure of their post-16 destinations.   
 
I am pleased to confirm that the canteen will be re-opening from Monday with take-away hot food and 
sandwiches. We will be running the usual breakfast, break and lunch service with students staggered across the 
times to ensure good social-distancing and equal access across the week.  
 
A final reminder that the Year 9 Initial Options forms must be returned by Monday 15th March please, the 
electronic link required for each Route can be found in the ParentMails sent out on 4th March. 
 
Many thanks to staff who were keen to ensure that Year 7 Progress reports were completed at this time in the 
school year and will go home early next week. These are intended as an interim report, at the midpoint of this 
disjointed year, to guide you on the progress made so far, though we very much recognise all the challenges of 
learning from home. 
 
Finally, Speakers for Schools has some more very good talks next week from the Chair of NHS Blood and 
Transplant to the Lord Mayor of London! (Details are attached). 

 
Enjoy your weekend. 
Mr Hales 

 
Important Note: This ParentMail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual 
or entity to whom they are addressed. Disclosing, copying or distributing the contents is strictly prohibited without prior 
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