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Dear Parents and Carers     Update from the Head, Friday 28th May 
 
The final two days of this half-term have really encapsulated the kindness of our students, and their service to each 
other, as we said some very sad farewells to our Year 11 and 13. 
 
After a tumultuous past year, including the cancellation of examinations back in January, they have risen to 
challenge of assessments with great resilience, tireless endeavour and, usually, good humour! Therefore, it has 
been wonderful to be able to acknowledge their efforts and mark these final days with some fun, food and, even, 
sunshine. We wish them all a very enjoyable, and well-earned, long summer. 
 
We also said a final farewell to a number of colleagues this week. After sixteen years, and a very helpful extra half-
term to finalise the GCSE and A-Level grades, Mr Barton is hanging up his overalls and looking to put his skills to 
good use at home. Mr Harris has been unstinting in his support of the English department in recent years and 
leaves to put his energies into his many projects, including Church Farm flowers. Lastly, we said goodbye to Gina 
Page, our Catering Manager, who has kept so many of us well fed, always with a smile, and leaves for a post 
nearer to home in Exmouth. We will miss them all and wish them well in the next phase of their lives. 
 
As we move into June we are required to maintain the use of face coverings on all school buses and ask that 
you continue with twice-weekly LFD tests; more tests will be available after half-term. Students will still be required 
to wear face coverings in all communal areas, such as corridors and the canteen until, at least, Friday 18th June. 
We hope to update you with the government plans for further Covid-19 easing in early June. 
   
There are a number of activities taking place over half-term and details are attached for your consideration. Firstly, 
we are supporting the Prout Bridge Project with their local project and Paula is keen to hear from those interested 
in Dance or Kung Fu! Nothe Fort have their half-term Spy event and Speakers for Schools have an extended 
programme of presenters covering snapchat, television, the music industry, leadership and books.     
 
Public Health Dorset have updated their guidance on deciding when to keep a child off school, with the added risk 
assessment of Covid-19 during the roadmap of lifting restrictions. Please see the following link, which includes a 
symptom and school absence checker and advice about when children should return to school:  
 
https://www.publichealthdorset.org.uk/your-health/protecting-your-health/child-illness-and-being-in-school.aspx 
 
This term has been very much about re-building routines and beginning to feel a greater sense of normality back in 
our school. Although we know that students are adapting to this return at different rates, I have been very reassured 
by the overwhelmingly positive response from them. I look forward to continuing this work, after a well-deserved 
break for you all, and, as always, please do contact your child’s Tutor in the first instance should you wish to 
engage with us on any issues. 
 
I do hope that you all get the sunshine that is promised during this holiday weekend. 
 
Mr Hales 
 
Important Note: This ParentMail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual 
or entity to whom they are addressed. Disclosing, copying or distributing the contents is strictly prohibited without prior 
permission from the school. If you have received this email in error, please notify office@beaminster.dorset.sch.uk 
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