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Dear Parents and Carers Update from the Head, Friday 19th March 
 
After two weeks of lengthy Lateral Flow Testing, along with the disruption to learning each morning, it was a great 
relief to get to the end of over 2000 tests this breaktime! 
 
My sincere thanks to all our staff who have given up their time so freely to manage, test and re-organise lessons for 
the benefit of the students. I am also extremely grateful for your support and trust throughout this difficult period; the 
behaviour and positive disposition of the students has been an absolute credit to you all.   

As was mentioned yesterday, all students have now been trained and issued with a home testing kit following their 
final test in school. Students are required to test themselves at home twice a week, ideally on Sunday and 
Wednesday evenings please, and will need to report their results to NHS Test and Trace within 48 hours. 
Apologies, government guidance is that home testing should be twice every week and not as stated in our 
ParentMail yesterday. 

Only two nasal swabs are required (one in each nostril), though you can swab throat and nose as indicated by the 
instruction leaflet in the test kit. Help and support is available, including instructions in different languages on how to 
test and report the results, and a video showing you how to take the test. There is also a useful video to show you 
how to take the test here. There is no need to keep used test equipment, once the test result has been reported you 
can put it in your normal bin (household waste). 

If your child tests positive, they will need to self-isolate in line with the stay at home guidance, you will need to 
inform the school and book a further test (a lab-based polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test) to confirm the result. 
If they test negative in the follow-up, they will then be able to return to class rather than spend 10 days in isolation. 

We have also been advised that the government are keen for children to continue testing twice a week, at home, 
throughout the Easter school holidays. As long as we receive these additional testing kits, we will be sending 
them home for the Easter holidays before term ends. 

The school canteen has been increasingly busy this week with some new meal deals and savings on offer: 
 

• Winter warmer deal £1.95 Saving 45p (Slice of pizza, hot chocolate and a slice of cake or fruit). 

• Spring teaser deal £1.95 Saving 93p (Assorted small roll, 125ml juice and a slice of cake or fruit). 
 

With everything else going on at the moment the annual Red Nose Day seemed to arrive very quickly this year. 
However, the day provided a lot of light relief and has raised some much needed funds - £530 - for this worthwhile 
charity at this difficult time. 
 
Year 11 have an introduction to the National Citizenship Service (NCS) at school on Monday 22nd. After so many 
days spent in lockdown this is an ideal opportunity for them to spread their wings and get involved in some 
wonderful activities run at a minimum cost. The NCS staff are also putting on some ‘Live’ video presentations for 
parents / carers over Easter, as explained on the attached information. 
 
Looking ahead, Year 12 assessments will be running between Monday 29th March and Wednesday 31st 
March.  These will take place in classrooms, during their timetabled lessons. Students should be aware of the topics 
and content to be assessed for each of their subjects and any special exam arrangements will be taken into 
account.   
 
Finally, the usual array of interesting speakers is available on the attached Speakers for Schools programme. 
 
Have a good weekend. 
Mr Hales

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-self-test-help
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S9XR8RZxKNo&list=PLvaBZskxS7tzQYlVg7lwH5uxAD9UrSzGJ&index=1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-covid-19?utm_source=17%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19#stay-at-home
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test

