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Dear Parents and Carers – Update from the Head, Friday 19th June 2020 
 
It has been a real pleasure to welcome Year 10 and 12 back into school this week; I think the students 
have missed school almost as much as the staff! 
 
With group sizes of less than ten in every room, and the very sensible behaviour from students, the days 
have been productive, yet relaxed. We look forward to using these last four weeks to ensure that all 
students are back on track ready for the Autumn term – whatever that may look like! 
 
Benjamin Franklin’s dictum that “An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure”, has particular 
resonance as we head towards the end of Summer term. We are very keen to use this last month to try 
and get all students in a position where they can feel confident about returning to school. Therefore, 
there are a number of points to consider: 
 

1. Year 9 resources have been delivered to homes and I hope that these will encourage students to 
really engage with their new GCSE courses. 
 

2. We continue to provide an opportunity for students in other years groups to come into school, get 
support or print work, where agreed in advance with their Head of Year. We can also print 
resources for students, simply email office@beaminster.dorset.sch.uk in advance and 
attaching all the documents students require – these can then be collected the following day. 
 

3. As mentioned last week, continued communication between home and school is key. Therefore, I 
do want to remind you that ALL parents / carers have access to ClassCharts so they can see 
the work set and monitor its completion. If anyone needs help with access, or passwords, please 
use our dedicated email address homehelp@beaminster.dorset.sch.uk 
 

4. The numbers are growing well with the weekly Tutor Team Tuesday meetings, but these only 
work if the students commit to joining the group, have some fun and give us feedback on how 
things are going. Please do speak to your child and encourage them all to participate. 

 
England Netball are running some virtual sessions as part of National School Sport Week at Home, to 
register for a session just go to: https://www.englandnetball.co.uk/england-netball-backs-national-school-
sport-week-at-home/ 
 
One of the really enjoyable events in the Summer term that we will be sadly missing this year is Sports 
Day. To try and fill some of this void the PE department will be running a virtual Sports Day next week – 
see attachment. Further information for students will be available via Classcharts and we’ll provide 
further updates next week – be sure to get involved and support your House!  
 
With students spending so much time on their electronic devices, the Police have asked us to remind you 
all to check privacy settings on social media accounts. ‘Open’ accounts are often what teenagers want 
as it increases their online friends and can be 'liked' by a wider audience, making them feel appreciated. 
However, this allows anyone to contact them and provides an open door to strangers across the world.   
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No child should have an open account on any platform and they must minimise the personal information 
that they share at all times. Do have a look at www.thinkuknow.co.uk or www.childnet.com for further 
advice. 
 
Finally, we are very aware that during this difficult time, and with the summer holidays approaching, you 
may need additional support through the Free Schools Meal scheme.  
The Free School Meals vouchers for June were sent out at the end of May, but at the time of writing 23 
families had not yet redeemed them so do look out for them. 
 
To check if your child is eligible for FSM, parents need to contact Dorset County direct or apply via their 
website:  https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/education-and-training/schools-and-learning/at-school/free-
school-meals.aspx   
 
Have a restful weekend. 
 
Mr Hales 
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