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Dear Parents and Carers – Update from the Head, Thursday 22nd October 2020 
 
These last two weeks have seen a concerted effort to provide all of Years 7 - 11 with early feedback on 
their return to education through the progress reports, which have all been sent out electronically. We 
are very aware that students have returned with differing levels of knowledge and engagement and we 
are working very hard to put in place support and recovery where required. Please do take the time to 
discuss the reports with your child, identify any areas where an additional focus is required and do 
contact your child’s Tutor should you wish to discuss any matters further. 
 
Year 13 have responded very well to their first full set of trial examinations, this week. These provide an 
important opportunity to check their knowledge and understanding, as well as develop essential 
examination techniques on the road to next summer. We also wish a number of them well for their 
Oxbridge and Medical tests straight after half-term.  
 
Following the recent Parent Governor vacancy, we are delighted to welcome Year 7 parent, Mrs Emily 
Hotchkiss, to our Governing Body. We do still have Co-opted Governor vacancies, so if anyone else 
was considering becoming a Governor please do contact Tanya Harley, the Clerk to Governors, on 
THarley@Beaminster.dorset.sch.uk for further information. 
 
We are delighted that the development of our online platforms has provided such a rich source of 
learning for students. However, we are beginning to see an increasing number of contacts from students, 
and parents, outside of school hours. Staff will always respond in a timely manner, but can I remind you 
that Beaminster’s email protocol allows for staff to send emails when appropriate and suitable for them, 
alongside prioritising their own wellbeing, so a response outside of school hours should not be a normal 
expectation. School hours are 8.15am-4.15pm and staff will check their emails at least once during this 
time on their working days. Please also be aware that some staff are part time; the school office can 
always help you with any urgent issues. 
 
A couple of plugs for some genuine escapism that may be of interest over the half-term.  Marvo 
Mysteries Escape Room, based in Bournemouth, offer a Covid safe environment with teams of up to 6 
players. There is even a 10% discount code 'BEAMINSTER10' for you to use; see their website for 
further details: https://www.marvomysteries.co.uk/  The attached poster provides information on Nothe 
Fort’s Half-term Halloween programme. 
 
A reminder that the staff training day tomorrow (Friday 23rd October) means that no students are in 
school, and next week is of course half term. Please ensure that all students have a mask (and ideally 
a spare) with them at all times on their return to school. 
 
Finally, at the end of another extraordinary half term, it just leaves me to pass on, once again, my 
sincere thanks for your considerate and unstinting support for Beaminster School. There will 
doubtless be some difficult days ahead, but we are incredibly fortunate to have such caring and 
committed staff that I know that we will navigate our way through it successfully. 
 
I wish you all a safe, and restful, break.    
 
Mr Hales 
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