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 12th October 2020 
 
 
 
 Dear Year 11 Parents and Carers, 

 
With the issuing of the early Year 11 Progress reports this week, I thought it would be helpful to 
set out a number of activities that you should be aware of.  
 
Firstly, we have been very pleased by the positive attitude and general demeanour of Year 11 since 
they have been catapulted back to school. There has been a huge amount for them to cope with 
over these past six months and we are determined to ensure that we prepare them as best we can 
for their GCSEs, and beyond.  
 
The key to success is for students to maintain a diligent approach across the whole year, take 
responsibility for their work and steadily build their independent learning skills.  
 
Therefore, we are asking for your support in checking that your child is undertaking at least one 
hour of homework each night. There is always plenty to do with work set on ClassCharts (which 
you can easily monitor via the parent app), but also a plethora of other support. Should you have 
any problems accessing ClassCharts please contact the dedicated helpline: 
homehelp@beaminster.dorset.sch.uk 
 
We highly recommend that students use the many resources available through Office365 via their 
email accounts. These include numerous past papers, revision materials and bespoke resources for 
particular classes. SenecaLearning.com also provides excellent revision information along with 
incisive questions to test student understanding, and BBC Bitesize is another rich source of 
revision. 
 
With this in mind, we would recommend the CGP “How to Revise for GCSE” study skills and 
revision planner. This has subject specific guidance, numerous ways to develop revision and lots of 
ideas around essay skills, memory and examination techniques; you can even access a free online 
edition. Copies are available via ParentMail for just £2, but please place any orders by Monday 19th 
October so copies can be ordered and distributed to students before half term. 
 
Our first set of formal trial examinations begins on the week of November 23rd 2020. With the 
continued uncertainty around the 2021 examinations it is vitally important that the students take 
these seriously. The week will provide an early opportunity for students to undertake focused 
revision, develop examination technique and also helps staff to identify any specific areas where 
individuals, and the year group as a whole, can be given additional help.  
 
To encourage students our Year 11 team have already set up lunchtime support sessions and 
are also willing to arrange specific subject guidance where required.   
 

A2 (Miss Hawkins) Mainly for Art but all welcome 
M3 (Mr Urch)  All welcome + Maths support 
Drama Studio  All welcome 
LRC Computers Available every day (area to the right upon entry). 
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Alongside this we would also like to offer supported study in the LRC after school, should there 
be enough interest, so please complete the short form on the link below as soon as possible and no 
later than Friday 16th October please, so that we can gauge interest for after school support on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=nv2mNvGkP0qtT5KrN99n6uUHZtkn
Ga5OlupNTuZw9cFUM1FUVkk3Mkw3MjRHWURNN09KM0FZV1lTQy4u 

 
Mrs Walton is finalising a mentoring programme for Friday Tutor time, where students will have 
time to reflect on their study habits and organise a weekly work plan linked to the revision files they 
started on their return in the summer. We will also be raising awareness of Careers and post-16 
opportunities through Unifrog, our new online learning and careers portal. More of these after 
half-term. 
 
We are very aware that the next six months will be a real challenge for students, and their parents and 
carers, and that we all need to encourage a healthy work-life balance to ensure student success.  

 
 Regular exercise and relaxation, healthy eating and stable sleeping patterns all help to ensure that 
 students are able to do their best; the benefits of the removal of social media distractions and screen 
 time an hour before bed has been scientifically proven.   
 
 The school website also has a great deal of useful exam revision information, links and subject 
 guidance: 
 

http://www.beaminster.dorset.sch.uk/exam-information-1 
 

As always, we are here to help, so should you have any concerns or would like to discuss progress 
then do contact the student’s Tutor. 

 
 Yours sincerely 

  
 
 Mr K Hales 
 Headteacher 
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