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Dear Year 11 and 13 Parents and Carers 
Public Examinations 

We very much appreciate that there will be disappointment, uncertainty and great concern regarding the 
cancellation of GCSE and A Leve  examinations this summer. Although this sudden change of direction has been 
disheartening for all us, we at least have some certainty on how grades will be rewarded this year.   

Yesterday, the Secretary of State made the following announcement: 

“Although exams are the fairest way we have of assessing what a student knows, the impact of this 
pandemic now means that it is not possible to have these exams this year. I can confirm that GCSEs and A 
and AS Level exams will not go ahead this summer. This year we are going to put our trust in teachers 
rather than algorithms. 

The Department and Ofqual had already worked up a range of contingency options. While the details will 
need to be fine-tuned in consultation with Ofqual, the exam boards and teaching representatives, I can 
confirm now that I wish to use a form of teacher-assessed grades, with training and support provided to 
ensure these are awarded fairly and consistently.” 

Therefore, we must all continue to focus on completing examination courses and evidencing continued 
progress during these last few months.  

By ensuring that your child attends all their online lessons, and completes the tasks set, they will enable the school 
to provide significant weight for any submitted grades, taking into account all information from across the course. 

As previously stated, we are in a strong position to do this, and will be looking to undertake a full set of trial 
examinations in late February (for Year 13) or March (for Year 11), if we are able to.  
 
Final guidance as to the content and delivery of these will be provided once further government information has 
been received about the awarding of grades. Importantly, we have been directed not to comment on any 
expected grades and cannot respond to any queries. 

Should you need any support, or if we can help in any way, as always please contact your child’s Tutor in the 
first instance, or Mrs Walton or Mr See should you require any further advice. 

Thank you for your support and encouragement whilst we work through this challenging situation. We will update 
you as soon as we receive further government advice.  

Mr Hales 
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