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Dear Parents and Carers – Update from the Head, Friday 10th July 2020 
  
The final week of the school year is suddenly on the horizon and, despite everything that we have gone 
through, I am incredibly proud of all the work that we have done together. Our thoughts, naturally, are 
turning to September so below I add some further clarification to the government guidance given out last 
week. 
  
Firstly though, it has been really encouraging to see Year 10 and 12 continue with their excellent 
attendance. Alongside this we have had a significant number of students in school getting support, 
printing work and organising themselves ready for the summer break. I thank Mrs Gibbs, and a large 
number of staff, who gave additional time today to help a number of Year 9 students get back on track. 
  
Year 7 and 8 have their consolidation week from Monday and I would encourage everyone to use the 
guidance provided by staff to complete tasks, review their work and recognise their considerable 
achievement in completing a whole term of home learning – we know how difficult it has been. 
  
For September, what schools are being asked to do is to find a workable compromise which enables 
‘education as usual’ to go ahead as much as it can, while also minimising contact between pupils, 
and staff, as much as possible. The measures set out in the government guidance are fundamentally 
asking school leaders to put in place proportionate protective measures for children and staff, which also 
ensure that all pupils receive a high quality education that enables them to thrive and progress.  
 
By following the guidance set out, I am confident that we can manage the risks effectively. Therefore, 
along with other secondary schools in Dorset, we are intending to open for all students in the week 
beginning Monday 7th September, though the first week will have different year groups in on different 
days so that we can help to transition them back into school sensitively and safely. 
  
We are confident that we can provide the same high quality curriculum, and timetable, during this 
difficult time. Staff will be in their specialist teaching rooms and students will move to these rooms in 
orderly, carefully controlled one-way systems to ensure social-distancing; we are fortunate to have 
significant outdoor space and entry points so that students can be maintained in year group ‘bubbles’.   
  
We will be maintaining high levels of hygiene through hand-washing and widespread access to anti-
viral gels, alongside regular cleaning of equipment, rooms and school buildings during the school day. 
Students will wear their normal school uniform, though there will need to be some adaptations to break 
and lunch to ensure that all children can access them safely, but we will be looking to start and finish at 
the same time. 
 
School, and public, transport will run as normal. Our understanding is that these will continue to 
operate with the same mix of students, though the bus companies are working hard to put in place the 
best measures that they can. However, we will need to implement stricter parental access to school, such 
as closing the bus park between 8:30 and 8:45am. 
  
As you can imagine, the planning implications are significant. I will share these with you, next Friday, so 
that you can be sure that we have your child’s safety at the heart of every decision that we make. These 
documents will then be updated throughout August, as we get further clarification from the government, 
in preparation for our September opening for all students. 
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Kooth online (www.kooth.com) provides anonymous support to many young people across the country 
who may need some help to negotiate the current situation by having a confidential text chat with one of 
their qualified counsellors, or connecting with others through a safe online community.  Please do take 
some time to look at this website which has so much sensible support. 
  
Finally, I commend to you the latest edition of the Beaminster Times, which is attached and can also be 
found on the school website. This is a really good read from our team of Newshound journalists, and a 
reflection on life this term. 
  
I hope that you enjoy a warm weekend. 
 
Mr Hales 
 

http://www.kooth.com/

