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Beaminster School 
 

SEND Information Report: September 2018 
 

 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Welcome to our SEND Information Report which forms part of the Dorset Local Offer for learners with Special Educational Needs or Disability 
(SEND). The Governing Bodies of all maintained schools and academy school proprietors have a legal duty to publish on their website about the 
implementation of the Governors’ or the proprietors’ policy for students with SEND. The information published will be updated annually. 
 
What is SEN? 
 
At different times in their school career, a child or young person may have a special educational need. 
The 2014 Code of Practice defines Special Educational Need (SEN) as: 
 
“A child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for them. 
A child or young person of compulsory school age has a learning difficulty or disability if they: 
 

(a) Have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age, or 
(b) Have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the 

same age in a mainstream school or post-16 mainstream institution. 
 
If a learner is identified as having SEN, we will make provision which is “additional to” or “different from” that provided for non-SEN learners (the 
normal differentiated curriculum), which is intended to overcome any barriers to their learning. 
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What is disability? 
 
The Equality Act, 2010, gives the following definition of disability: 
 
“A person has a disability for the purposes of this ACT if they have a physical or mental impairment which has a substantial and adverse long-
term effect on their ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities.” 
This definition of disability includes children and young people with long-term health conditions such as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy and cancer. 
Children and young people with such conditions do not necessarily have SEN, but there is a significant overlap between disability and SEN. A 
child or young person may therefore be covered by both SEN and disability legislation. Learners at Beaminster School who have a disability but 
do not have SEN are recorded on our Inclusion Register as having “Additional Educational Needs”. 
 
Types of SEND at Beaminster 
 
Dyslexia, Dyspraxia, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD), Autistic Spectrum Conditions, Speech & 
Language Disorders, Moderate learning Difficulties, Neuro- developmental disorders, Visual Impairment and Hearing Impairment. 
 
We also have a Specialist Resourced Provision for students with multiple and complex needs. 
 
What is our approach to teaching learners who have SEND? 
 
Beaminster School is an inclusive school where every child is valued and respected. We are committed to the inclusion, progress and 
independence of all of our students, including those with SEND. We work to support students make progress in their learning, their emotional 
and social development and also their independence. We aim to create a learning environment which is of high quality but we also actively work 
to support the learning and needs of all members of our school community. 
 
Quality First Teaching 
 
Beaminster School’s staff strive to provide high quality teaching for all. Teachers prepare schemes of work and lessons which support the 
learning and progress of all students through a variety of methods, creative and innovative teaching and the use of a wide range of resources. 
Individual Departments are responsible for their curriculum and teaching staff adapt their teaching and resources to meet the needs of all 
learners, including those with SEND, in their classrooms (known as differentiation). Such in class differentiation may involve many adaptations 
and strategies, dependent upon the needs of the students. 
 
We value high-quality teaching for all learners and monitor the quality of teaching and learning in the school. We use a range of methods to do 
this including regular lesson observation, work scrutiny, learning walks and continuous professional development training for all staff. 
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Our whole-school system for monitoring progress includes tracking by subject teachers, form tutors, Heads of Department, Heads of Year, the 
SENCo and the Senior Leadership Team (SLT). 
 
 
Staff have access to regular training opportunities to improve their knowledge and skills, including regular CPD sessions on a wide variety of 
educational concerns, including SEND issues. 
 
Tracking and monitoring progress 
 
All staff are responsible for assessing, monitoring and tracking the progress of our students. Each student is regularly assessed in class in every 
subjects and information is recorded and reported to parents at least once per term. Staff are responsible for setting each student achievable yet 
challenging targets and have high expectations of progress. Heads of Department, Form Tutors, Heads of Year and the SENCo regularly check 
on the progress of students and raise a concern if students are not making expected progress. Some students who are not making expected 
progress attend intervention sessions with 1:1 tutors.  
 
Identifying SEN 
 
Most, but not all, of our learners with SEN will have had their needs identified at primary school.  We therefore ensure that we have robust and 
monitored transitional support procedures in place so that we are aware of learners’ needs early. 
 
Despite high quality teaching some students are unable to make expected progress and this could be for a variety of reasons, one of which is 
special educational need. Staff use tracking data and knowledge of students to identify such students and if there is a concern that there may be 
an unidentified special educational need, they will raise that concern with the SENCo – Mrs Dinsmore. The SENCo will then investigate further by 
liaising with parents, gaining the views of the students, observing the student in class, gathering more information about the student from other 
staff who teach or support them, carrying out testing as appropriate and referring the student to the Specialist services at Dorset County Council 
Educational Psychologists, Specialist Teachers in Complex Communication Needs and Advisory Support Teachers if appropriate or liaising with 
health professionals if appropriate – Paediatricians, CAMHS, Speech & Language Therapists, Occupational Therapists. Once this information 
has been gathered, a special educational need is suspected or diagnosed, a meeting will be arranged, including parents, to discuss the student’s 
needs and subsequent actions. 
 
The types of test that might be used to assess if a student has a special need include: the WRAT4 (Wide Range assessment Test); CTOPP 
(Comprehensive test of Phonological Processing); DASH (Detailed Assessment of Speed of Handwriting); ART (Access Reading Test); Vernon 
Graded Spelling Test; Diagnostic Reading Analysis; Working Memory Screening. 
 
If a Parent or Carer suspects an undiagnosed special educational need in their child, they should initial contact the SENCo to share their 
concerns. The SENCo will then investigate further, as above. 
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Students who require additional and special educational provision will be placed on the school’s Additional Needs Register, which is accessible 
to all staff in the school. Students on this register will have a code: 
 
S (students who have a statement) 
E (students who have an Education and Healthcare Plan) 
K (students who receive SEN support). 
 
 
Supporting SEND Students 
 
Where a student is diagnosed with a special educational need, support will be in place to help them make progress. Sharing this information with 
staff is a priority. Such support might involve: further differentiation in class by teachers, advice to teachers on a student’s need and strategies to 
be implemented in class or in class support from a teaching assistant. For the majority of our students, such in class strategies are effective and 
inclusive. We record advice and strategies for students on our data management system (SIMS) and also on Mintclass, a classroom resource 
which allows teachers easy access to key data and information about their students. However some students may need further out of class 
support on either a one to one basis or small group targeted intervention sessions with a teaching assistant. If a student continues to fail to make 
expected progress, they may be referred to an outside agency for further testing and/or advice. 
 
Interventions may involve bespoke packages or a programme developed specifically for that student or group of students. Current interventions 
include specialist literacy teaching with a focus on spelling, reading and handwriting, Accelerated Reader Programme, paired reading, 
interventions delivered in Eng & Maths at KS4 by specialist Maths & English teacher, Inference Training, Social skills interventions, ELSA, 
Speech & Language Therapy support programme, revision skills, exam technique and essay writing skills. 
 
Interventions follow a monitoring cycle involving: assess-plan-do-review. Where an intervention with a student is not found to be effective, the 
school will endeavour to find out why and put in place a more effective programme. Interventions are regularly reviewed to ensure effectiveness 
and to ensure that the school continually strives to improve their intervention programme. 
 
Some students receive technology support, such as the use of a laptop or tablet. Some students are also provided with software e.g Read Write 
Gold (Text help) to support their progress. 
 
For the learners with the most complex needs, this support is detailed on a support plan. These plans are modified and updated each year as the 
learners develop and their needs change. 
 
Parents and Carers of students with SEND will have regular meetings with school staff to discuss their child’s progress, support needs and any 
concerns they may have. However, parents/carers are welcome to request a meeting or discussion with school staff at any time, including the 
SENCo if they have a concern about their child. 
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Education, Health and Care plans 
 
Where a student is failing to make progress, despite high quality teaching and support through their SEN support, an application to the local 
authority for an Education Health and Care Plan may be considered. Parents, the local authority and outside agencies will be fully involved in 
such decisions and meetings will be organised to consider and plan such a referral. More information on the application process and criteria for 
Education and Health Care Plans is available on the Local Authority website. 
 
Students with currents Statements of Special educational need will continue on these until the local authority reviews their provision to decide if 
they fulfil the criteria for an Education, health and Care plan. At the moment the Local authority are reviewing Statements of Special educational 
Need for students in Yr6, 9 and 11.  
 
Students with Statements of Special Educational Need or Education, Health and Care plans will receive a higher level of support than other 
students and such support is co-ordinated by the SENCo. Their Statement of Educational or Education, Health and Care plan will be reviewed 
regularly, at least once per year, with the parent/carer, student and appropriate outside agencies. 
 
 
Working with outside agencies 
 
Where a student with SEN is not making progress and we feel that they need advice and support from external professionals, we will discuss this 
need with parents. If it is felt appropriate, we will then refer to an external agency and/or professional for diagnosis, support or advice. 
Subsequent to such a referral, we will work with the external agency to support such students, using their support and advice. Beaminster works 
with the Education Psychology Service, Complex Communication Needs Service, CAMHS, Speech & Language Therapy, Occupational therapy, 
Early Intervention Services and Social Care. 
 
Parent and student involvement 
 
Beaminster puts working with the parents/carers and children at the centre of its work. Progress reviews are provided to parents each term for all 
students and Academic Monitoring Day invites parents to discuss their children’s progress with tutors and identify targets. There is also at least 
one parent’s evening per year group for each year group. Students are regularly involved with reviewing their progress and encouraged to 
express their needs and concerns with relevant staff. Students with SEND are invited to termly meetings with the SENCo to review additional 
provision and discuss support to meet the student’s needs. Students are also encouraged to express any concerns to the SENCo, Teaching 
assistants, Form Tutor, head of Year or any other member of staff with whom they feel comfortable to talk about their concerns. 
 
Parents and Carers are equally at the centre of supporting their children. They are fully involved in decisions about support for their child, 
including decisions to investigate a potential diagnosis, referral to external agencies, planning and evaluating support. They are encouraged to 
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contact any member of staff at school if they have concerns about their child. The SENCo is always pleased to discuss any concerns involving 
SEND students with parents and carers. 
 
Transition 
 
Beaminster School recognises that transition between schools and other establishments is sometimes an anxious time for parents/ carers and 
students, especially for students with SEND. 
 
For students coming into Year 7 the Head of Yr7 and the SENCo endeavour to visit all primary schools. They meet with Yr. 6 teachers and the 
SENCo to gain as much information as possible. They also meet the children who will be transitioning to Beaminster. Parents of primary children 
are always welcome to contact the SENCo at Beaminster – Mrs Dinsmore, to discuss your child and their provision. 
 
Year 6 students who will be attending Beaminster School are invited in for 2 transition days in the Summer Term. They spend the days in their 
tutor group and take part in activities to help them adjust to life at Beaminster. Many students with SEND are invited in for extra transition 
sessions to introduce them to life at Beaminster and to try to allay any anxieties as much as possible.  
 
Beaminster School creates its tutor groups with great care and the head of Year 7 places students with SEND in form groups in conjunction with 
the SENCo using all the information they have available. 
 
For students with Statements of Special Educational Needs, the SENCo will attend the Yr6 transfer review to an Education, Health and Care 
Plan to begin to understand the needs of those children and begin to plan their transition. There may be the need for a more personalised 
transition programme and this can be agreed in conjunction with primary school, student and parent/carer.  
 
For students leaving Yr 11, the SENCo work with our Careers Advisors – Ansbury, to ensure that all students have thought through their next 
steps and have at least two applications to post 16 providers. We also liaise with their next provider to ensure that they understand the student’s 
support needs. 
 
SEN Team 
 
Beaminster School employs a team of Teaching Assistants (TAs) (including two Supervisory Teaching Assistants) and a specialist literacy 
teacher, all working under the direction of the SENCo – the SEND Team. 
Our TAs work in subject classrooms and on a 1:1 basis, working with teachers to provide personalised learning programmes for students with 
special or additional needs. We always try to match the needs of a student or group of students, the subject in question, and the skills, 
experience and knowledge of the TA. This is to achieve as far as possible a student-centred approach across the curriculum. Our TAs therefore 
develop an improved knowledge of how our students learn best and are better placed to work collaboratively with teachers to deliver lessons 
designed to minimise an individual’s barriers to learning. 
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Contact us and have your say 
 
We welcome your feedback and future involvement in the development of our SEND Policy and this SEND Information Report so please do 
contact us. The school contact number is 01308 862633 
 
Headteacher:   Mr Keith Hales 
 
SEN Governor:   Mrs Ann Hawkins  
 
SENCo:    Mrs Siobhan Dinsmore 
 
 
Useful links: 
 
The Dorset Local Offer for SEND 

http://familyinformationdirectory.dorsetforyou.com/kb5/dorset/fsd/localoffer.page 
 
SEND Code of Practice  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25 
 
SEND Guide for parents and carers 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-guide-for-parents-and-carers 
 
Links to School Policies: 
 
SEN Policy 
Child protection Policy  
Equality Policy 
Medical Conditions 
Intimate Care  
Accessibility Policy 
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