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Dear Year 8 and 9 Parents and Carers, 

Return to School Information 

We are very much looking forward to seeing Year 8 and 9 students back at Beaminster School on 
Tuesday 8th September at 8.45am.  

Staff will be on hand to welcome, guide and reassure students on their arrival on site, with Year 8 
gathering on the Science Tennis Courts and Year 9 outside the LRC. 

The uncertainty and extraordinary events of the last six months have been a real challenge for us all, so I 
know how important a return to routines and regular schooling for our children will be. Our key document 
for the re-opening of school is attached and can also be found on the school website, with a detailed 
explanation of how we are ensuring a safe return for our students and staff. 

Firstly, we would very much appreciate your support with reinforcing the need for good social-
distancing and high levels of hygiene. Each year group will be part of a ‘bubble’ and so should not be 
mixing with any other year groups in school to maintain the integrity of each ‘bubble’. Additionally, we will 
be asking students to wash their hands and/or use sanitisers regularly as well as assist in classroom 
hygiene.   

Students must attend school in full school uniform with their usual smart appearance (no lockdown 
hair colours or styles!) and bring along their own drink or bottle (we now have updated knee operated 
water faucets available to fill drinks bottles), tissues, hand sanitiser (for personal use) and usual 
classroom equipment - pen, pencil, ruler, rubber, sharpener, calculator, pair of compasses and a 
protractor. They should also bring in their PE kit. 

As we will be using outside areas for circulation to lessons it is vital that all students have their school 
coat with them. Please ensure that all uniform and possessions are clearly and indelibly named as 
returning mislaid items can be incredibly time-consuming without the student’s name.  

All students who use a bus should wear face protection and we are insisting that all students must 
have face protection with them at all times. Due to the external movement procedures and one-way 
systems that we have put in place it is not currently necessary for students to wear them in school, but 
government guidance has changed several times already over the past few weeks!  

Please also remind students that mobile phones should only be bought into school if essential; they 
must not be used in school and should be out of sight at all times. As it will not currently be possible to 
deposit phones at Reception students will be responsible for keeping their own phones safe and out of 
sight. Unfortunately, for social distancing reasons, lockers will NOT be available to students until further 
notice. 
 
There will be no break-time canteen, but light lunches will be available. A packed lunch can be brought 
in on the first day should any parents/carers have been unable to load money onto students’ cashless 
catering lunch accounts via ParentMail +Pay (some of our school systems do need 24 hours at the 
beginning of the academic year to fully update). Students entitled to Free School Meals will have money 
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loaded onto their accounts. No student should ever go without lunch so please ensure they all know to 
contact a member of staff or go to Reception for help. 
 
From September school, and public, transport will run as normal, though we are having to implement 
stricter parental access to school, such as closing the bus park between 8:30 and 8:45am and 
3.30pm until 3.45pm. Therefore, please do orientate yourselves with the safe drop-off areas which can 
be found at http://www.beaminster.dorset.sch.uk/transport   
  
We know that there will be increased anxiety for many students as we start the new school year. Your 
support in talking through any issues and ensuring a positive outlook for your child will be of huge benefit. 
Please be assured that staff will be on hand to help, guide and reassure students on arrival, and any 
additional support required will be provided. 
 
Should you have any queries about the start of term, or any other matter, please remember that your 
child’s Tutor should always be your first port of call. 

We look forward to seeing Year 8 and 9 students back in school on Tuesday. 

Kind regards 

Mr Hales 
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